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In this interview, Petar Kekić, born in 1932 and a lifelong resident of Čurug in the Province of Vojvodina, discusses the Hungarian occupation during the war years, giving a very detailed description of the infamous 1942 “round-up” in which many non-Hungarian civilians were murdered. He explains how he survived and talks about living with his grandparents after having lost his parents and sister.
[00:] 00:30:00 – [00:] 09:19:59
He introduces himself by giving his name and date and place of birth; remembers the arrival of the Hungarian troops in the autumn of 1941, but does not know the exact date; describes uniforms of the Hungarian soldiers; talks about police patrols who restricted free movement; says that the local government was installed by the military and consisted of Hungarian civilians from Čurug; says he lived with his father (a former police officer), mother, sister, and an orphaned cousin who was adopted by his family; mentions the killing of the Serbian civilians committed by the military on the day it arrived; claims that the later killings were committed by Hungarian civilians; describes how soldiers and policemen broke into their home in the middle of the night looking for his cousin who was a member of the Communist Party, but the cousin had escaped and joined the partisans. 
[00:] 09:20:00 – [00:] 18:29:24
He describes how his father was arrested instead of the cousin, held in prison for a day, and then released; says that both soldiers and policemen came into their house, and describes their uniforms; describes the second arrest about six months after the first; says he does not know if any civilians were arrested or murdered before the “round-up;” lists national minorities in Čurug before the war: Germans, Russians, Roma, Jews; says that the Jews were persecuted and taken to concentration camps, and that many Roma were killed during the round-up.
[00:] 18:29:25 – [00:] 27:00:09
He remembers a local tradesman, Silver, who was Jewish; explains that someone’s ethnicity was common knowledge; describes the lifestyle of the Roma; assumes that the Jews and the Roma were taken away even before the “round-up”; notes the arrest date of his father as January 5, 1942, which was the last time he ever saw him; describes movement restrictions imposed by the police for the non-Hungarian population; indicates the date of the police arrival as January 7, 1942, accompanied by a Hungarian civilian named Petar (a shoemaker who lived near his mother’s father and knew the family); explains how they were taken to a local warehouse, where around 200 people were held.
[00:] 27:00:10 – [00:] 36:33:06
He remembers an incident with a young woman who collapsed after one of the guards hit her infant; explains how they were guarded by drunk and armed civilians who exchanged duty, called out people randomly, and then went over to them and beat them; says that the military did not get involved, and the guards were local civilians, unknown to him, but there are witnesses who could recognize them; recounts an incident in which the imprisoned people started singing “Roždestvo” (a Christmas song), but were soon violently silenced by the guards; says that at one point the guards brought in a table, placed a machine-gun on the table, and started shooting at people; describes the removal and transport of corpses from the warehouse; talks about an unknown soldier who took him out of the warehouse and escorted him to the yard of the town hall, where somebody wanted to shoot him but an unknown person ran out of the town hall, saved him, and led him into the building; notes the soldier supposedly stayed in Čurug after the war and married a Serbian woman.
[00:] 36:33:07 – [00:] 44:53:15
He describes his movements through the town hall, drunk soldiers who slept around a big dining table, an encounter with an unknown Hungarian who led him into the messengers’ room to rest; explains how he looked into the yard and saw the Hungarian soldiers and civilians interrogating, beating, and killing people; describes another encounter with one of the messengers who led him out of the building where somebody wanted to shoot him, but was again saved by another unknown person.
[00:] 44:53:16 – [00:] 53:02:13
He describes how he returned to the building and saw a messenger who was a good friend of his mother’s father; describes how the messenger took a piece of paper and made some kind of a document for him [probably some sort of permit to move freely through the town] and then took him to his grandparents where he lived for the next six months; explains his parents’ house was sealed and that the authorities eventually wanted to return it to the next of kin; says that he and his grandparents’ moved into the house; notes that the house was robbed; says they lived there until the end of the war; says his mother and sister were killed during the “round-up” in the warehouse, and his father was killed in the school building, the “Big School,” where according to witnesses, another massacre took place; says there exist the official hearing proceedings [after liberation] in which the “round-up” is very well described, e.g. some are available in the Museum of Vojvodina.
[00:] 53:02:14 – [01:] 01:30:00
He sums up the events after the shooting in the warehouse, the incident with the Christmas song and crimes he saw being committed in the yard of the town hall; claims he does not know the identity of any perpetrator; says that the bodies from the warehouse were thrown in the Tisa River, but he did not witness that; explains that after the liberation, the Hungarians were arrested and interrogated, after which some were executed and others banished from Čurug.
