RG-50.120*066

Hochbaum, Nechama

Tape 1 of 2

1.03
She was born in 1924 in Stottz.  In 1934, she moved to Lachowicze, Poland.  Her father owned a wood processing plant and her mother had a clothing store.  There were 5,000 Jews in the town.  She describes her childhood and Jewish life.  She went to Hebrew school.  Describes anti-Semitism.  She went to a Jewish high school in Baranovic until 1939.

1.05
When Russians came in, she went to a Russian school.  Describes life under the Russian regime, anti-Semitism subsided.

1.10 Describes vacations in the forest where business was located.

1.14 Communist education in school; Jewish life at home.  Family life, school life.

1.24 Fear of being sent to Siberia.  Fear of German occupation when war between Russia and Germany broke out.

1.30 Beginning of war – when Germans entered the town, the Poles welcomed them.  Laws against Jews were started.

1.33 Work assignments for Jews, food shortages.

1.36 Jews are accused of communism and killings in the villages start.  Father and brothers hide out in the forest.

1.40 Her experience working under the S.S.

1.46 Father is given permission to continue working because his business was essential.

1.48
Threat to good-looking girls.

1.50
Describes work and treatment by Germans, both good and bad.

1.56 Poles collaborate with Germans.

1.57 Establishment of Judenrat.  Rumors about “Actions.”

2.04 Polish woman warns them about upcoming “Action” and father sent for them to join him in the forest.  Mother decided not to go.

2.07 Describes “Action.”  She escaped and hid with her older sister for three years.

2.19 She is discovered by a peasant woman who tells her about “Action.”

2.23 She finds her mother and two children in the ghetto.  Describes the ghetto.

2.26 Describes how her mother and two brothers were saved.  They joined father in the forest where they were allowed to live in a fenced enclave.  She plans to escape to the forest.

2.43 The second “Action.”  She and mother escaped, but then are discovered and taken to the ghetto.

2.56 Only 100 Jews remained in the ghetto after the second “Action.”  Describes ghetto.
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3.05
Adds details omitted in the first tape.

3.07 She tried to organize the remaining 100 Jews to escape to the forest, but they were afraid.

3.10 Describes her escape back to the forest with mother.  She meets her father and brothers.  Survival in the forest.

3.29 Changing hide-outs and how they survived.

3.35 They went to join Partisans but were shot at, and returned to the forest.

3.44 They built a shed for the winter.  Describes existence in the forest in 1943.

3.52 Changed hiding place again and wintered in a shed built in the swamps.  Their old hide out is destroyed by the Partisans.

4.00
Described how they got food.

4.06 Her brother is wounded by German fire while guiding Partisans.

4.11 Russian paratroopers find them and build camp near them.

4.14 They escape in 1944, afraid to be on the battle line between Russians and Germans.

4.20 They are liberated by the Russians in spring of 1944 and returned to their town.

4.22
Describes family life in the forest; illnesses.

4.27 In the fall of 1945, the family went to Lodz, then to Germany where she got married.  Then, through Italy to Palestine and after 14 months in Cyprus, they arrived in Israel in 1948.  The whole family survived.

4.30 She wrote about her experiences and it was translated in English.

4.43
Adjustment in Israel.

