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                                           Interview with Zachar Trubakov
                                                           01.01.30.

I was born in 1912 in the village Surazh of Bryanski district. In 1913 my family moved to Kiev where we lived before 1941. I worked in Kiev on the plant before the war began. When the war began our plant evacuated but I could not do it for a few reasons, one of them was involved with my wife, she was very sick. 

                                                           01.02.37.

On September 19, 1941 the Germans entered Kiev. My wife was very sick and she was not able to walk, so I took her from the hospital to one place but not to our apartment because I was a Jew and if the Germans discovered me in my apartment I would not survive. One man hid us but not for long and soon he told us we had to look for place to live. Man was good to us but he knew if the Germans found me in his house they would kill not only us but and all his family too. 

                                                          01.04.40.

So my wife and I had no choice but to go to our apartment. Fortunately my wife already felt a little better herself and she was able to walk and besides she was a Russian. So she went to our apartment and she discovered that there were Germans in our apartment. The Germans officer gave my wife a document that explained a reason why she and her husband needed a place to live and we got another apartment from the German administration.   

                                                                    01.10.00.

On September 28 the Germans gave an order to all Jews to gather together in a special place. As for me although I was a Jew I had a Russian name and so I did not go. But I was interested about what was going to happen with Jews that day and so I followed them. I spoke with Jews and they told me that they were sure the Germans would take them for the job and they even did not want to think about cruelty of the Germans. But the Jews were mistaken because none of them was taken to job but many Jews were killed by the Germans that day.

                                                          01.14.13.

One day my wife met her girlfriend and invited her to our apartment. Nobody from the town knew where we lived now and we did not want people to know. So my wife asked her girlfriend do not talk about us and she promised. But in a few days we were visited by the Germans and they took me to the commandant’s office. I understood that my wife’ s friend told somebody about us but I even did not suggest with whom she spoke about us! The person who wrote a paper about me to the commandant’s office was mother of my wife’s girlfriend. I took with me a few documents to the commandant’s office. The documents identified me as not a Jew and the Germans believed me. 

                                                           01.25.10.

All time I tried to be a partisan but it was very difficult because there were many agents provocateurs among the Russians and Ukrainians who pretended they were partisans but as a matter of fact they were hired by the Germans. Partisans knew about it and they were very careful with new people. One day my wife’ s sister told me about one partisan with whom she spoke and who would want to speak with me. Also she told me that a man looked like a good person, not like a provocateurs. I met that man and I believed him. But I was mistaken because one day when I came home from a village where I exchanged some stuff for food I was taken by the Germans to their place. 

                                                               01.33.26.

All the time while I was in the police office I was tortured by the Germans. Soon the prisoners from the police office and I were taken to the Gestapo. There were many Russian and Ukrainian prisoners. Also there was a friend of mine who like me wanted to be a partisan and who like me was taken to the Gestapo because he trusted same Russian man.

                                                             01.46.19.

One day the prisoners from the Gestapo including me were taken for the execution. But not all the prisoners were killed that day because the Germans took some of us to village Svirek for work. There we lived in the mud huds and we worked for the Germans. After Gestapo many of us were sick and very weak. Every day each of us got a lot of work from the Germans and every day prisoners died. It was 1943. 

I discovered there lived my cousin in the camp. One day I wrote a note about myself and passed it to people from the village in order to my wife could find me. She did it and she took me some food as often as police allowed.

                                                              02.28.03.

August 18, 1943 the Germans selected 100 Jews from the camp and took them to Babi Yar. We guessed that the Germans were going to kill us. But instead the Germans forced us to dig up the people that were killed in Babi Yar in 1941. It was an ugly job but we had no choice. At first we dug up the Jews and then the Germans forced us to burn them. Also the Germans forced me to look for the gold on the dead Jews. 

                                                             02.42.20.

One day one man did escape from the camp and in punishment the Germans killed 12 Jews from the camp. My friends and I understood we could not stay in the camp any longer because one day the Germans would kill all of us. So we decided to prepare for escape. 

                                                            02.50.40.

We found a key from the place where we lived and we only looked for favourable opportunity for escape. When we decided to make escape from the camp a few people were have been appointed to be the camp leads. They prepared other people from the camp in order that each of them was ready to make escape any minute if it would be possible. One day we were ready for escape and we killed one our guard and we escaped from the camp. That day 327 persons tried to escape but only 14 survived. And today only 3 of us are alive. As we did not know direction where to go after escape one man from the village was kind to us and he gave shelter to us and then he showed direction to village Kerosiry. 

                                                            03.24.30.

Very soon were found my wife and my friends. I wanted to be with my family but all inhabitants of Kiev were expelled from the city by the Germans, and so my wife with daughter and I left the village and we moved to village Fastov. There lived my wife’s relatives. But we lived with our relatives not so long time because they were scared to keep us and one woman from the village gave shelter to us where we lived till Fastov was freed. Soon Kiev was freed too. 

                                                            03.34.00.

We decided to return to Kiev although the weather was very cold those days. When we reached Kiev we discovered our apartment was taken by the war officer, so we could not stay there. We did not know what to do because we had neither food nor cloth with us. I began to work as a worker and I worked very hard because my family needed food but everything was expensive. 

I survived from the camp because I was lucky to be taken to work as a carpenter and the Germans needed this job so much. I could not make that job but I knew it was the only chance to survive to learn a new job. One man from the camp taught me to be a carpenter. 

                                                             04.00.45.

I wrote a book about the war. There are my memories about the war years in the book. 

                                                                 04.06.20.

There was a camp for women in Babi Yar. It was 1943. Police hurt women in spite of there were policewomen in woman’s camp. I was lucky I escape from the camp because all prisoners from the woman’s and man’s camps were taken by the Germans to Germany for the job. After the war we had a court against the police from the camps and most of them were sentenced to 25 years in prison and the few police were executed by the Russian government. 

I was a prisoner of Babi Yar since August 18 till September 29, 1943. It was not exactly the camp in Babi Yar because it was a place where were killed many thousands Jews in 1941 but we called that place the camp because we lived there as a prisoners of the war.

                                                             04.15.00.

The Germans forced us to burn the dead Jews from Babi Yar because they wanted to show they did not kill Jews during the war. But as there were many thousands of killed Jews in Babi Yar the Germans tried to liquidate them. The Germans did their job in a hurry but they could not finish their job as soon as they wanted and so there are many killed Jews buried in Babi Yar today. 

