Cedomil Huber, president of the Belgrade Chapter of survivors from the Jasenovac deathcamp is of mixed origin (German, Hungarian, Czechs and Serbian) typical for the Austro-Hungarian Empire which until 1918 reigned in the fertile region of Slavonia (belonging now to Croatia) where he was born in 1920.  He lived in Osijek, the  main town of this region (mixed population) before being imprisoned as a young communist and supporter of the Liberation Font in May of 1943 and deported to Jasenovac.  Before the war he studied low in both Belgrade and Zagreb, graduated after liberation, served in legal departments of the Yugoslav Army and retired as colonel. 





In his interviews which lasted over five hours he gave a detailed, informed, unemotional and balanced account of the conditions in the fortress/prison Stara Gradi{ka (Jasenovac 5) and of the main  camp Jasenovac 3 at the brickmill where in the beginning he was sent to heavy forest work. 





One of the most interesting information provided by Huber was the activity of the illegal communist organizations in  Stara Gradi{ka and Jasenovac 3. He was linked to it and by its decision he got  in the Autumn of 1944 the post of Chief Quartermaster in the Internal Administration of the camp. His main duty was, as he put it, to steal food for the inmates. He got this job  through the Head of the Internal Administration (Logornik),  Vlah Romeo, a Croat, who submitted his name to the Usta{a superiors. Before Vlah two Jews have been at the head of the Internal Administration,  Dijaman{tajn and Viner (Diamantstein and Wiener) neither of whom survived Jasenovac.  





Huber also provided some insight into the Usta{a command, origin and motives of their officers in Jasenovac and the working of the internal administration.  He spoke, of course, about cruel mass killings. He was among the remaining inmates who stormed the gate of Jasenovac  on the 22  April 1945.  After getting out he reached the river Sava and swam to the Bosnian side where he joined the partisans. 





Huber on Tudjman's book and statements of a group of Serbs released from Jasenovac. Huber's statements in this respect are significant. He has authority among the Jasenovac survivors and as President of their Belgrade Chapter. 





In a statment given to the Commissariat for Refugees in occupied Belgrade in 1942 a group of 13 Serbs released from Jasenovac and let to travel to Serbia  alleged that the Jews "grabbed in their hands the entire internal administration in Jasenovac", that "many Jews had close relations with individual Usta{a guards" and that "many Jews"  used to denounce and provoke the Serbs.





Asked to comment, Huber denied any grabbing of power.  He said that Jews were the first to be deported to Jasenovac and that among them many were  professionals, craftsmen and  intellectuals and that  Usta{as needed such people in the workshops while the Serbs who were brought to Jasenovac later were mainly semi-illiterate peasants.





As for informers and provocateurs, Huber said that you could find such people among all ethnic groups in Jasenovac, Jews, Serbs and even leftist Croats.              	





Asked about the allegation of president of Croatia Franjo Tudjman that some Jews in the camp internal administration had to a great extent in their hands , the selection of inmates for liquidation and partially even the execution of the liquidation (Tudjman: The Wilderness of Historical Realities, Zagreb 1989), Huber answered:





"This is a construction of Mr. Tudjman, it does not correspond at all to the reality."





Asked about Tudjman's allegation that in Jasenovac there existed a self-managment of  inmates, Hubert said: "There was no self-management at all. Self-management implies decision making and this did not exist, they (internal administration) only executed the orders".





In addition to quoting the Statement of 13 Serbs given in Belgrade under German occupation, Tudjman quoted in his mentioned book also a Serb from Sartajevo, Vojislav Prnjatovi}, who gave a separate  statement in Belgrade at the same time upon his release from Jasenovac. In it Prnjatovi} affirmed that "Jews retained in the camp all their bad traits in an increased amount such as egotism, canniness, unreliability, avarice and inclination to serve as denouncers".       





Hubert's comment was:" That is a generalization on the part of both, Prnjatovi} and Tudjman.  If such things  are stated then it should at least be said that there was 5, 10 or 15 such people.... but this was said about all Jews....Such generalization would not be justified in no case, in respect of no nationality which was present there... This is a blatant anti-Semitic declaration, only a blind person would not see it."
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