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Box 1, Tape 1

In this interview, Jan Holomek, born [DOB unknown, most likely in the mid-1920s] and raised in Jalubí, recollects events and talks about his experiences between 1943 and 1945, highlighting the deportation of Roma (including him) from his native village in the district of Uherské Hradiště. He starts with the description of life and the neighborhood before they were taken by the Czech police. Holomek then focuses on the life inside the concentration camps Auschwitz and Buchenwald, the work they performed, and the treatment they received from the guards. He ends the interview talking about the death march which he and fellow prisoners were forced to take just before the war ended.
[01:] 00:30:00 – [01:] 08:13:11
00:00 – 08:25

Holomek starts by talking about the life before the World War II; says he was born and raised in the village of Jalubí near Uherské Hradiště and had six siblings; says his father was a blacksmith and worked in a small shop; says the first transports of the nomadic Roma population took place in 1941; says that in 1943, when he finished school, the settled, local Roma were transported too, and were taken by the Czech police; says that before the transport the relations with them and the locals were quite friendly and that there were no problems even when the Germans came in the early years; says when the members of gendarmerie took them, they were told it was for work, so the Roma trusted them; says they were taken to a school in Sokol where they stayed for two weeks; notes that they were allowed to go out and that the police did not treat them badly, so no one wanted to escape; says the villagers did not tell them anything; says the Roma were allowed to take food and clothes; says they were taken to the train and moved to Ostrava where the Germans took over the transport, and they took them to Auschwitz.
[01:] 08:13:12 – [01:] 17:08:00
08:26 – 17:42
Holomek describes the scenes when he got to Auschwitz; says that as soon as they arrived they saw dead people; says they were taken into a big hall where they were tattooed; estimates that there were about 30 of them, all from the district of Uherské Hradiště; says they were divided into groups and taken to different blocks; says he was taken into a house for males over the age of 15 and was moved about 8–9 km away, to Block 7A, where they were trained in masonry; says they were working to construct barracks for the Germans; says that out of his family only his brother, cousin, and he remained; says he never saw his father again; says that on the same block there were Polish and Jewish people; says they communicated in Polish but did not help each other, and that everyone took care of themselves; says the leader of the block was a Polish builder who was in charge of organizing the work; indicates he (Holomek) stayed in this block from March 1943 to mid-1944 when he was taken to Buchenwald.
[01:] 17:08:01 – [01:] 26:20:00

17:43 – 27:17
Holomek says that during his time in Auschwitz he saw many people being punished for breaking the rules or for trying to get more food; says he received a punishment of 30 lashes himself; says roll call was taken twice a day in case someone wanted to escape; says if the numbers were correct they were sent to work but if someone was missing they were held for upwards of two days without any food or water; says he was taken to a doctor because his eye was infected and underwent a surgery performed by a Czech doctor; says he did not see any children in the camp; says there were some women but they were in a different part of the camp, so he only saw them a couple of times; says that when he arrived at Buchenwald in 1944, it was a “paradise” because they had better conditions; says they were taken there from Auschwitz very suddenly, 50 people in one cabin; recalls uprisings taking place in Auschwitz but his block did not take part because they were scared; says Buchenwald had much nicer environment; notes there were Polish, Czechs, Russians, Germans all together; says he worked in a stone pit; says all the guards were good except one SS guard who shot a young man who was sleeping.
[01:] 26:20:01 – [01:] 36:32:00

27:18 – 37:54
Holomek speaks again about his experience in Auschwitz; says that there was no luck in the camp; says the whole experience consisted of work; notes that sometimes they received some food from the Germans; says they showered once a month; says he was with his family in the first hall and there were about 300 people together in one building; says there was a bed for the whole family; recalls that when they arrived, the first three days were fine because they had the food from home but that afterwards they had to take the remains from others; says if they were caught they were beaten up; says families did not help each other because they could not; says when he and his brother were taken to a different block they knew they were not going to see the rest of their family again; says while working, they were under the supervision of a German guard and other chiefs of the prison who were criminals themselves, often Czech or Polish; says at Buchenwald the treatment was much better; says he had to go to a hospital again because of scabies and that while in hospital he could play football or volleyball in the afternoon; says in 1945 he remembers that some bombs fell on the camp because next to the camp was a gasoline storage facility, and this was bombed by the planes; says one of his friends was killed by the bombs; his brother, Stanislav, was not with him at this time because he was taken in a transport to Dora, where he died; says he (Holomek) was taken on a transport to Oranienburg and then to Palkensee where the Germans took those who had some artisan skills; says that because he had blacksmith skills (from his father), he worked on weapons; says he had to go to the hospital because of his eyes again; says that when the war front was approaching, he was brought back to Oranienburg, where they went  on a death march; says the Germans told the prisoners they were bringing them to the Americans to protect them from the Soviets; says there were about 500 who walked for three weeks; says that only one person tried to escape, but does not know what happened to that person after he had been caught; says that for the march they were given one can of food and half a loaf of bread, but the head of the transport got them some potatoes when they passed through some of the villages.
Box 1, Tape 2

[02:] 00:25:00 – [02:] 08:48:00

00:00 – 09:00
Holomek starts this part of the interview by describing the conditions in the Roma camp in Auschwitz; says he spent three weeks in this camp in the house no. 10, where there were between 300 and 400 Roma; says there were only Roma, mostly from the Czech towns of Brno, Ostrohy, and Brody; says he did not know those people before; speaks about the betrayals amongst the Roma, as those who spoke German collaborated with the German guards; says they were in charge of the food rations and took more food for themselves; says the other prisoners did not like them; says that regarding work, his brother, father, and himself worked outside the camp (though still at Auschwitz); says they went through the Jewish camp but he did not see anything; says he worked in a sandpit and a Frenchman (who was organizing the work) would tell them to work only when the Germans were around; says there he met Blažej Didi, a capo who was transported there from Hodoninek, where he was in charge of Jews; says if someone could not work, he hit them with the shovel; says there was no hygiene in the camp, but that there were holes left from bombs where rainwater would accumulate and they could secretly wash themselves; says that if that guards caught someone, they were either beaten to death or shot but he was never caught.

[02:] 08:48:01 – [02:] 15:08:00

09:01 – 15:37
He says he was punished once (with 30 lashes), and that he had to count (the lashes) in German and if he made a mistake he would have to start again from zero; says he was given this punishment because another Roma (a cousin of Didi) offended his parents and since his brother did not defend them, he slapped the Roma; says the punishment was ordered by the commander; says that regarding the toilets, there were latrines they were permitted to use even at night; says those who wanted to smoke could get cigarettes on the black market; says that once a month they were given some extra food (a loaf of bread) and if they wanted to smoke they could exchange that bread for cigarettes; says he does not know where the cigarettes came from, but they were often just simple grass rolled in paper; says when he was taken away from the first camp, he worked as a mason, and that they went to work outside the camp (approximately 15 km away); says it took them half an hour to get there; says they went to the German barracks, which they were helping to build; says they worked indoors; notes there were paid workers as well but they were not allowed to talk to them, so they did not learn anything about the war.

[02:] 15:08:01 – [02:] 19:43:00

15:38 – 20:23
Asked if at the time he knew that the Germans were cremating people in the camp, he says he knew about it because it was about one kilometer away from them (at Birkenau); says there was smoke every day and the trains were going directly to the crematorium; says the prisoners talked about it; notes that in 1944 his mother and sister were taken there; says that out of his family (six siblings and two parents) he was the only one to return home after the war; says he found out later that his father died but does not know what happened to his sisters and siblings except that Stanislav died in Dora; says his mother apparently had one more daughter; says his worst experience was from Auschwitz from the very first camp; says they were always hungry: they ate dirty cabbage, potato peels, and it was impossible to get more food; says one of his cousins worked in the kitchen in a different block but he could not meet with her; says that she survived the camp as well.

[02:] 19:43:01 – [02:] 27:00:00

20:24 – 27:58
[From this point the interview is conducted by a different person; the questions are asked in English by a man and are translated by a Czech woman.] Holomek speaks of a neighboring camp, Rajsko, noting he never visited it; says of Birkenau that he knew Jews were being gassed over there since the trains were going straight to the crematorium; says the Jews were told they were going for the shower, and even given towels; says there was a revolt: a couple of Jews were working at the gas chambers told a transport from Hungary about the chambers and they tried to revolt; says he was in Auschwitz at the time of the revolt and could hear gunfire; notes that gunfire was quite common in the camp; says they were in the barracks during the revolt; says they were told about the revolt and they were not allowed to go outside; says it was over in thirty minutes and that nothing changed after the revolt; says there were three furnaces in Birkenau; says the smell from the cremation was everywhere, and that the furnaces worked every day.

[02:] 27:00:01 – [02:] 35:21:03

27:59 – 36:41
He says that people who so much as even approached the fences of the camp were shot, and he saw it himself and even knew some of the people they shot; says that the aunt of his wife could not take it anymore and one day she was returning from work and ran to the fence and was subsequently shot; says she was there only for two weeks; says he does not remember any other suicides; remembers one attempt of escape: eight people tried to escape from the masonry group, including his cousin; says they escaped through sewers that had been previously built, but he does not know why; remembers seeing the sewers, but only after the escape; says they went under the electric fence; says he never thought about escape because of his brother who was with him, as well as the electric fences that made escape difficult; says in his workplace there were about 60–70 Roma, all below the age of 20; says they were always together, and spoke both Czech and Romani; says he could also understand Polish and German though he could not speak these languages; says work in the camp depended on how quickly one could learn masonry, and that if someone learned it, he went to a commando; these groups went to build barracks: ceilings, walls; says this construction was about 10–15 kilometers from the camp, and they walked there every day with guards; says the guard (SS) remained outside, while they were indoors with paid workers; recollects how the guards caught one of the prisoners trying to escape, and shot him in the stomach; says when they were going to work they saw him placed on a cart and they were forced to look at him.
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[03:] 00:20:00 – [03:] 07:40:00

00:00 – 07:50
Holomek recollects that prisoners who tried to escape were caught and hanged; says the guards built a wooden scaffold on which these people were hanged, and the whole camp had to watch it; says that the prisoners were already too apathetic so it did not move them at all, and they would not say anything before a hanging, as they were (emotionally) beaten; says that he got used to it, so it did not move him anymore; says he shared a bed with a boy and when that boy died in the night he had to sleep next to him until the morning; notes that the boy died from exhaustion; says everyone was hungry and that during the day they ate soup, turnips, tea, and a slice of bread per day, and that he could not get more food, even though his cousin worked in a kitchen; says the boy that died next to him was his friend and was Roma; recalls another recollection of Buchenwald: when it was bombed, a friend next to him was killed; says he did not see any other case of hanging except for those who tried to escape.

[03:] 07:40:01 – [03:] 16:00:00

07:51 – 16:33
Holomek says he was a witness to many incidents of corporal punishment; says prisoners were beaten on their heads and backs but they did not care because they were too apathetic; says he was beaten up as well, because he slapped a Roma who insulted his parents; says that as a result he received 30 lashes that he had to count in German, and if he made a mistake he would have to count again from the beginning; notes he neither made a mistake nor fainted; notes he had severe injuries on his back, but he did not need to go to the doctor; says he was afraid to go because no one came back from there, as they were given a lethal injection and died; says he did not see it but his wife did; says there was a problem with his eye and did not want to go to the doctor, but the mason craftsman went with him to the doctor; says he was lucky because he found a Czech doctor who performed the surgery on his eye; says when someone was killed by an injection, the body was taken by prisoners for cremation; says he saw it happen; notes he did not know any of those people; says after the eye surgery he did not go to work for about three weeks, says in the attic there was a “school” and so he watched how others worked; says that after the beating, he continued going to work normally.

[03:] 16:00:01 – [03:] 23:52:00

16:34 – 24:43

Holomek says that people were beaten often; notes that the worst situation was at the Block 5, where prisoners unloaded the trains at the station; says that daily a hundred people would go, and only 90–95 would return in the evening; says others would be beaten to death because they could not keep up with the required work; says the following day the people who died were replaced by new ones (up to 100); says he worked there for two weeks, unloading concrete blocks; remembers watching people being beaten by the foremen (Vorarbeiter); says after two weeks he was transported to Buchenwald; mentions a time in which he exchanged his shirt for bread, but that a Czech told the guards, and he was beaten up; says that afterward he got a new shirt from his friends; asked about his number in the camp, he says it was 902, and that he received it when he arrived; says the Roma were tattooed differently from the Jews, as they were numbered from 1.

[03:] 23:52:01 – [03:] 32:53:00

24:44 – 34:07

Holomek speaks of the death march, saying he was lucky that he went with the last group; says that with them was a black pilot (prisoner of war) whose plane had been shot down; says that out of 500 people who went with him, only one was injured, as he was stabbed in the leg, but Holomek does not know what happened to him later; says they left Oranienburg in the second half of March 1945 and were liberated in April; says he spent three months in Oranienburg, taken because he was skilled in blacksmithing, and worked in Palkensee with a lathe; says he was liberated three weeks into the march; says the commander of the transport had a bicycle and would travel ahead of the group to find a place to stay; says they received some potatoes and slept over until the next day; says they were liberated somewhere near Schwerin; says the American army told them that 3 km away there was a village where the Red Cross was giving out food packages; says the SS guards did not run away, they just put their weapons down; says the Roma walked for another two or three days and that they were already meeting other people from camps; says they then received packages with food—butter, salami, cigarettes, powdered milk, chewing gum, chocolate, cookies—altogether 5 kg; they were taken to the reception camp, then to Schwerin where tents were ready for them; says there were people of three nationalities, Czechs, Poles, and Hungarians, and that each had their own tent; says that from Schwerin he was taken to Lübeck, and from Lübeck he was taken home to Jalubí.

[03:] 32:53:01 – [03:] 36:20:00

34:08 – 37:42
He says that not much changed in Jalubí, except his house was torn down; says that in the camp he was serving time with Alojs Grebeníček; says he met him on his way from the station, went to live at his place, and went to work with him as a prison guard; says he was interested at first to find out what happened to his house but he eventually gave up; says later he became a baker in Hevlin and after a year he returned [location undecipherable but was not Jalubí], and then to the old town where he first met his wife. 
