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Wolf-Heinrich Graf Finck v. Finckenstein

Protocol und Short Biography

Audio-Interview on 7th May 2004 in Werdohl (Deutschland)

His wife, Barbara, née Stromberg, was present nearly all the time and was interviewed as well

Projekt: „Erlebnisgeneration“, group „Kameradschaftsverbände“

First session: 2004, May 7

Second session: 2004, May, 11

Interviewer: Alexander v. Plato (Fernuniversitaet Hagen, Deutschland)

Date of the first session: 7th May 2004

Duration of the interview: 2,5 hours (first session)

Summary

We got the address of Finckenstein by the internet site of „Kameraden” (“panzerdiesel”), where his address was given as the address of the “Kameradenverband” of the “Panzer-Aufklärungs-Abteilung 8” (he was the last commander). I called him on May, 5, and he agreed at once to an interview on May, 7. When I arrived, the cleaning lady or servant opened the door and took my coat; he welcomed me very politely; even standing up, though he was in a very bad condition after 5 operations for his right leg: He is in a wheelchair or can only walk on crutches, and in his house there is a stair-(chair-) lift. This house is a big one for one family. He lives together with his wife. Graf Finckenstein is 86 years old, about 175cm high, not fat, sparse hair, and he uses his spectacles very rarely. 

I had two interview-sessions with Finckenstein and his wife, two shorter sessions as usual because of his age, and it was planned to have a third one, but we cancelled it after the arrangement about soldiers with USHMM. The interview took place in their living room which is rather big and appears to be an exhibition room for hunting trophies and hunting pictures. The first part is darker than the second one, which is expended later. His wife Barbara, née Stromberg, watered the plants during the first minutes of the interview, left the room for half an hour and came back after that, because this was “the only warm room” (it was a very cold may-day). The first part of the interview wasn’t easy, because Finckenstein had difficulties to formulate his memories and to find words or dates. Therefore I left the normal form of an interview and changed into a conversation. After that it was much easier, he was more vivid and formulated much better. It became even better when his wife came back. He got more self-confidence and felt safer. His wife was present during the rests of the interview and was very dominant, but helpful. Therefore we talked about the time since they were together (1949) and the interview became a “pair-interview”. He was a refugee, came to the place where half of the inhabitants of the village, where he grew up, was fled to, and his mother and his very old father in-between. It was the small town Werdohl south of Dortmund in the region “Sauerland”. The mother of Barbara took them from the refugee camp, where they slept on strow, and found a place for them: a room at a cousin of her. When their son – Wolf-Heinrich – came back from war prison ship, he was given a warm welcome, because his mother was accepted in the higher society of this small town – perhaps because they were nobles. However, the first two years he had to work as an industrial worker, but when Barbara and he came closer her father helped him, so that Wolf-Heinrich became an industrial businessman. In my feeling she made this help of her family very clear.

Both were members of the Jungvolk resp. HJ and Jungmaiden before the NSDAP came into power: However, her father took her away from the BDM, perhaps because he was in fear that she could be unsafe as a woman – that’s what she says. On the other side he was critical against the Nazis, she thinks because the sister of her father was married to am man named Schlesinger, a Jew who lost his property (by “Arisierung”). This brother in law did not find a doctor when his asthma became stronger; but Barbara’s father helped him to find one in Cologne where he died. (Later on I heard that it was the last “Israelitische Krankenhaus”). Barbara’s aunt and Jewish uncle were safe in the “Reichskristallnacht”, though in a city nearby it was very hard for Jews. Their son served in the army during the first years of the war in the east, had to quit the service because of his Jewish father, but was allowed to study at the Technical University of Karlsruhe during the rest of the war time. It seemed to me as an exculping family story, but I was not right. This story was confirmed by the Schlesinger family. After the war the aunt got the property of the family back.

Graf Finckenstein grew up in Niederschlesien where his father had bough a small estate. His father was 21 years older than his mother, and was officially allowed to teach his son until “Untersekunda” that means until the 10th. He was “Nationalliberaler” and later a “Deutschnationaler”, but his son – my interviewee – joined the HJ resp. the Jungvolk in the age of about 12. His father and mother tolerated his engagement not very delighted. Their son even turned up in his HJ-uniform at his confirmation in a church. 

Both, Mr. Mrs. v. Finckenstein, declare that they lost their interest in these NS youth organisations when the were getting older (he when he came to a school far from home, where he rent a room; she when she prepared her Abitur (graduate from high school). She studied after that until her mother died, he became a soldier. This time should be interrogated in the 2nd session.

During the next sessions we talked about his war-time.

Short Biography

In 1918 born in Lower Silesia, the youngest child from the second marriage of his father, who was an owner of a “small” estate (150 ha) in the Isergebirge (near Erzgebirge) since 1912, born in 1862 and too old for the front 1914, but was an administration officer in the East; his mother a housewife from a noble family (v. d. Schulenburg) as well was 21 years younger (born in 1883). From the first marriage there came six daughters. He grew up in a national-liberal atmosphere, was enthusiastic about the “Freikorps” which fought against the Polish or the Soviets in Eastern Germany

1930 member of the Hitler Youth, even before 1933 and even against his parents

1933 confirmation in the HJ-uniform

1934 first school visit of Wolf-Heinrich, he grew up without any school until that time, was tought by his father

1937 Abitur in Laubau. He wanted to become a forester or a doctor or an officer. He decided on an officer

1938 starting an officer school

1940 war France (for a short time), in Yugoslavia

1941 invasion of the Soviet Union from the beginning as a tank officer with his unit on the way to Leningrad, wounded for the first time near Dynaburg, there followed others, for two years at home (“Heimatfront”) as an adjutant.

1943 back to the front again in the “Mittelabschnitt”, third injury

In the beginning of 1945 imprisoned by the Soviets, different camps in the Ukraine near Kiew

1949 released to Germany, he came to his aunt v. Riedesel near Fulda, sister of his mother, then to his mother in Werdohl (his father had died a short time before), worked as an industrial worker

1951 first manager job in the factory of his later father in law

1953 came an offer from the Bundeswehr (the new German army which was officially founded in 1956), though he should become a Colonel (Oberstleutnant) in the general staff (he said: only a Major), he denied because of general reasons, the main reason he mentioned was: Soldiers were not accepted in that time, besides that he just had got his new manager job.

1955 marriage with Barbara, née Stromberg (born in 1923, her second marriage); they have two daughters – one from her first marriage, one with him.

His second job as an industrial manager in his own small metal factory (by the help of his father in law) with 1,5 millions DM business volume and 15 employees

1971 death of his mother

1982 retirement and sale of his factory

