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Summary of the Interview with Katharina und Theodor Jakubowski

Including personal evaluation of the interview situation by the interviewer

Name of the interviewee:
Katharina und Theodor Jakubowski

Date:
2004/July/12

Interviewer(s):
A. v. Plato

Other people present at the interview: 
none

Recorded by:
audio tape

Summary:
yes (see special paper)

Documents:


Preliminary remark – “Projekt Erlebnisgeneration”

The aim of the project was to have oral sources of the holocaust – by perpetrators, bystanders and other witnesses. As is well known, oral history interviews can only be successful if the interviewer gains the confidence of the interviewee. 

This however, leads to a professional reservation of the interviewer even if the interviewee expresses attitudes that are not acceptable. On the contrary, empathy with the interviewee or in other cases professional curiousness and the wish to understand might even seem as if there was a silent consent. However, not showing one’s reservations (on the side of the interviewer) is due to the attempt to make the interview partners speak rather than signalling doubts about their opinions. 
The second important reason for this decision was that the project members were always hoping to get other interviewees by mouth-to-mouth propaganda. Nevertheless, in the rare cases when interview partners expressed Nazi opinions they anticipated that the interviewers would not share their opinions and sometimes invited us to discuss with them. Altogether, the atmosphere in some interviews or at least some passages do have a character of a tightrobe walk.

Protocol”

Both, Katharina and Theodor Jakobowski called me after our article in the “Westdeutsche Rundschau” and we arranged an audio-interview at their home. Both gave me a single interview, but the other partner was present. They are living in an apartment which is part of a home for the aged people, but they are organising their life for their own.

Katharina Jakubowski was born in 1929 (she); her family was and is left-wing-oriented, her father was denunciated in 1941, imprisoned, beaten in the Dortmund “Steinwache” and “Lübecker Hof”, sentenced and was in jail in Werdohl and in the notorious camp Esterwegen (Emsland, “Moorsoldaten”) with 7 weeks in solitary confinement, liberated by the American army; she was a pupil in that time, money was short, her mother could not get a good job, but found solidarity in her milieu, but Katharina couldn’t visit a higher school; she told me a lot of other stories (Reichspogromnacht, brutalities of the Gestapo and SS, but solidarity as well). After the war her father became a communist (wasn’t it before), and the leader of the KPD in his town (Holzwickede near Dortmund)); she married in 1950, got her 3 children and worked sometimes besides that. She was an active member of the KPD, and today of the DKP, even though not as active any longer. In comparison to her age she looks very fit. The same with him, and he is 5 years older:

Theodor Jakubowski was born in 1924; his family lived in Dortmund Hörde, his father was a textile merchant, was against the HJ for his son, but the son joined it nevertheless, made an apprenticeship as “Werkzeugmacher” (toolmaker), 1941 ordered to the marine in Lettland, Liebau, where he saw the father of his best (Jewish) friend again in the KZ clothes, working in the harbour), Riga, Kiel, Pillau, where he was captured by the Red Army, came in a Stalag with 40.000 German prisoners of war, after that by train to a camp in the Ural region; worked in different camps with different tasks on the border between Europe and Asia (65. degree of latitude) under extreme hard conditions; during the winters very cold; joined courses of the NKFD (Nationalkomitee Freies Deutschland); Christmas 1949 at home, 1950 work on the “Westfalenhütte” in Dortmund, engaged in the KPD, after he had met his future wife and her father, and became after some years “Betriebsratsvorsitzender”, that means a representative of the workers of his factory.
Both have two daughters and one son (who died in the eighties of Aids.

Short Biography 

Katharina

1929 born in Dortmund Applerbeck, mother housewife, father electricity engineer, one sister

1936 to school

1941 father imprisoned, was torched, though he was not organized, but a (humanistic) character of his own; her family was scarce of money and had a lot of difficulties after he was in jail and camp.

1945 working as shop assistant, by this help she could her mother and sister

1950 married with Theodore in Dortmund Hoerde, got three children

Theodor

1924 born in Dortmuind Hoerde, father textile merchant, against the Nazis and his son, who wanted to go the HJ

1930 to the ground school for 8 years, a so called “Zwergschule” with only two classes; in the 5th class the poor boys and girls got daily milk in the school (“Milchspeisung”)

1934 member of the “Deutsche Jungvolk” and leter of the HJ

1938 duifficulties for the father, but could hold his job

1941 ordered to the marine as a radio operator: Flensburg, Reval, Riga, Kiel, Pillau

1945 prisoner of war in the Soviet Union: First in a Stalag, tzhan in different camps east of the Ural

1949 courses of the NKFD, Christmas at home

1950 marriage with Katharina, a job on the (“auf der “) Westfalenhütte, where he was engaged in the working policiy and became a “Betriebsrat” (that means a a representative of the workers in his factory, perhaps a “shop stewart” in Great Britain). Retired in 1989.
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