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Summary of the Interview
Including personal evaluation of the interview situation by the interviewer
Name of the interviewee:
Vagner Kristensen
Date:
2004/May/26, 2004/October/05 and 2004/November/5
Interviewer(s):
A. v. Plato
Other people present at the interview: 
His wife was present during first half of the first interview though she doesn’t agree to his right wing attitudes.
Recorded by:
At the third attempt a “real” interview took place: During my first visit he did not allow any recording, even no minute taking. However, we made an agreement that he would send me some documents and afterwards we will meet for a “real” interview. After two months I called him again and we arranged a date for the 5th of October. When I arrived his wife said to me that her husband became ill surprisingly, because of his chronic asthma and inflammation of his windpipe (a former poisoning by E 605). I gave up and went to the nearby Archive of Ludwigsburg “.

We called him again 6 weeks later and he agreed to an interview on November, 5. I asked him again if he will allow that his interview will be recorded and used in archives. He agreed again. At last this interview took place. He said during this interview that he is thankful for this possibility to “tell his life story and the truth to young students against all the lies after 1945”. I felt myself pushed to answer that I was here as a historian, not because I agreed to his attitudes, not at all.
 Short Summary:
V. Kristensen was a Danish member of right wing youth organisation who volunteered for the Waffen SS, mainly fighting in the East, sentenced in Denmark after 1945, later working in the framework of the “Stille Hilfe” and during the Suez crisis as an UN peacekeeping soldier in the Gaza region until a radio station from Israel unmasked him.
Documents:
Some documents, mostly newspaper-articles, written and sent by himself; some “diplomas” or certificates of the “HIAG and similar organisations. I took photos from these “diplomas” and from him.

His wife did not want to be photographed or to be seen as a comrade of his political opinions. The Kristensens have had some difficulties with left wing or Jewish organisations or with the German police as she told me because of his “incautious speeches and contact”. She is afraid that he will loose his permission to live in Germany. Kristensen still has the Danish citizenship.
Preliminary remark – “Projekt Erlebnisgeneration”

The aim of the project was to have oral sources of the holocaust – by perpetrators, bystanders and other witnesses. As is well known, oral history interviews can only be successful if the interviewer gains the confidence of the interviewee.  
This however, leads to a professional reservation of the interviewer even if the interviewee expresses attitudes that are not acceptable. On the contrary, empathy with the interviewee or in other cases professional curiousness and the wish to understand might even seem as if there was a silent consent. However, not showing one’s reservations (on the side of the interviewer) is due to the attempt to make the interview partners speak rather than signalling doubts about their opinions. 
The second important reason for this decision was that the project members were always hoping to get other interviewees by mouth-to-mouth propaganda. Nevertheless, in the rare cases when interview partners expressed Nazi opinions they anticipated that the interviewers would not share their opinions and sometimes invited us to discuss with them. Altogether, the atmosphere in some interviews or at least some passages does have the character of a tightrope walk.

In the case of Vagner Kristensen it was just like that. In the following I summarize - mostly in his own words – his narratives.
Minute
First visit: Vagner Kristensen had replied to our advertisement in the “Kamerad”, so I called him. It was a very long talk; at the end we arranged a date (2004/May/26). When I arrived at his house – a small one with a nice garden in Rastatt near Baden-Baden – he and his second wife welcomed me very friendly, but afterwards asked me all the suspicious questions which you can expect; they were very suspicious about the aims of my interview. She does not agree to his attitudes, but does not want to have troubles, and therefore she was against this interview.
Vagner Kristensen did not want me to tape anything, and did not even  allow me to write some sentences though I had asked him before. But I stayed in his house, because he seemed to be prepared to say something, but didn’t come forward with that for a long time. At the end, his biography turned out as interesting. 
Now I put the two interviews together and all the information I’ve got: He was a young Danish nationalist up from the age of 12, was eager to participate in the war like all of his older comrades. In 1943 he volunteered for the German “Wehrmacht” or rather for the “Waffen-SS”. He was accepted after a short time (he was only 16!) and went with his Danish unit to Hamburg where he became a member of the “Korps Denmark”. First he took part in the fights in France, was wounded and, after a short time in a military hospital came together with his unit to the East. He felt himself as a part of the world wide front against bolshevism and of the front for a Europe of fatherlands. “The German National Socialists had been the spearhead of these fronts at that time.” Like him there were thousands of volunteers from different countries among the “Waffen-SS”. He came to the Eastern front, mainly in the Ukraine and the Baltics. 

When he had left Denmark the general mood was pro German, as he said. All the militaries, the government and the king supported the Germans, especially against the British. He told me a lot of stories about the British policy against the Danish farmers, how they tried to get influence in the industry like the Americans did. However, during the Thirties the Germans were more successful, he said, especially in machines for the farmers, cars for the people in general etc. His consequence: The British and the Americans had been interested in the war, not the Germans. (A long discussion about that followed.)
Later, after the German occupation of Denmark, it became more difficult for all who supported Germanyas he told me. The general mood changed. His father, a Socialist, criticised him in a letter to the front as a traitor of his country.

He was wounded several times and took part in the withdrawal from the Ukrainian East to the boarder of Germany. His unit had been active before to suppress the Ghetto uprising in Warsaw. Though I found the fact and the way he mentioned it rather disgusting, I tried to find out how this suppression happened and is discussed during the “Kameradschaftsabende” in the HIAG or the Ulrichsberg meetings in Kaernten /Austria. He answered that it was and is seen as a normal military action, because it was necessary in this military situation. We discussed this question at the end of the interview, when the release form was signed already. Therefore I allowed myself to leave my reserved role. But he compared their action in Warsaw to the politics of the United States in Iraq: “They are killing civilians over there as well as we did in Warsaw.” Though I am not a follower of the American policy in Iraq I rejected this position and we had a strange discussion for some minutes which I finished abruptly and changed the subject.
He tried to present himself as a man who does not see only the bad on the one side and the good on the other. Besides, the Danish nationalists had not been as anti-Semitic as the German national socialists, he declared – in my opinion to exculpate himself from any suspicion being anti-Semitic.
If I understood him correctly he went into hiding at the end of the war in Germany, went to Denmark, was accused in Denmark and sentenced to – about – one and a half year for “Landesverrat”. While being in jail his mother, a communist farmer, wrote a letter to him in which she called him a political criminal and cut off any relation. After 16 months he worked as a gardener – he had finished his apprenticeship which he had started before the war –, had contact to former comrades of the Waffen-SS, became a member of the illegal network called “Stille Hilfe” and helped about 14 people, to leave Germany to Argentina and other countries  where they were welcomed. He gave me some names, but I did not know anyone. During our second session he mentioned v. Leers, who should have been an assistant of Goebbels (?). He gave the correct password of a rare orchid. Kristensen let him sleep secretly for some nights in the greenhouse, gave him money and sent him to another address, where v. Leers was sent to Sweden where he got a possibility to go by ship to Argentina.  With the others, it worked in the same way. Until today he has a good contact to former “Stille Hilfe” members because later on it did not go this illegal way. He knows Gudrun Burwitz, the daughter of Heinrich Himmler, who is the most prominent member of the “Stille Hilfe”.
In 1950 he met a German woman who had fled from a British camp to Denmark. She needed the Danish citizenship. He married her only for this reason without any love or erotic attraction. However, they´ve got a son. I asked him about this contradiction, and he answered that he had eaten soda in jail and was afraid of being impotent. During the war this question was not as relevant because he was too young (?). His son doesn’t know anything about him, because he and his wife got divorced one year after their son´s birth; she married again after a short time, and the son was adopted by the new husband.
In the early Fifties Kristensen built up a new right wing youth organisation, had difficulties with the police again, changed his workplace, was fired when his employer realized that he had fought in the German Waffen-SS. He decided to leave Denmark, but the police demanded that he had to serve in the army before. He had to accept this new service though he thinks he had served already for the Danish king. 

In 1957 he was ordered to the UN peacekeeping force. He of all people came to the unit which was serving in the Gaza region until a .radio station from Israel unmasked him. In 1958 or 1959 he had to leave this service. Kristensen told me some stories about cruelties of Israelites against Palestinians which he for himself or his bothers is supposed to have witnessed. In this time he visited different capitals and cities in Israel and in the Arab world. Especially in Cairo he had the best contacts to former Nazis. Most of them had immigrated via South America and worked in different jobs, some at a Siemens steel factory in Egypt. Their main meeting place was a restaurant in Cairo called “Deutsches Haus” , led by a former Nazi. Once, during a celebration there came a group of men uniformed as Wehrmacht’s soldiers singing “die Fahne hoch” (as a presentation which was a big success. In this group he met “Herrn v. Leers” again; Kristensen had helped him to fly to Sweden in 1947 as I mentioned before. V. Leers gave him money for all his efforts.
When Kristensen came back to Denmark in 1959 he built up an extreme right wing youth organisation again, had conflicts with the police, was observed all the time and decided to go back to Germany though he did not have good contacts. That was, as he said, an attempt to find a new starting point for his life, he said. He went to Hamburg and via Goettingen to Bamberg on foot (!), working as a gardener in different places. When he came back to Goettingen, he tried to find a woman or a wife, looked for advertisements and, finally, he got an answer from Rastatt, went back to the South to meet her. They decided to marry after a short time. She emphasised during lunch that with her he lost his fear of being impotent. Her children from her first marriage accepted him from the beginning. Since then he is living in Rastatt with her. She was born in 1933, is a daughter of an engineer who had worked at the Singer factory. Normally, there were sewing machines produced, however, during the war weapons, as well. Her father was imprisoned by the French occupation power because of that after the war, released after 9 months. She remembered that the French police officer said: “It was accidentally.” During his imprisonment her mother, herself and her brother visited him twice a week, walking 20 kilometres to jail in Baden-Baden and 20 kilometres back. The prison guard – he came from Alsace – painted her and her brother (see the photos). She does not agree to his political opinion, “not at all”, “but we have a lot of other points.”
Today Kristensen is a writer especially for Danish and German right wing journals, likes to visit meetings of right wing organisations and – even more – to hold lectures about “the truth of the war”. He is ill of asthma, has a chronic inflammation of his windpipe.
Though he didn’t tell anything concrete I see him as a perpetrator.
Short Biography

1927 born in Denmark, Fyn isle; his parents were farmer, most of his 4 sisters and brothers became farmers as well. 
1937 member of the Danish national youth organisation (similar to the HJ in Germy), sometime in Germany
1939 sent to Germany as a representative of the Danish youth

1940 the German Wehrmacht occupied Denmark (he said because of the danger of a British occupation

1943 in the age of 16, he volunteered for the “Korps Denmark”, later for the Waffen-SS, fought in France, then in the East, sometimes wounded.
1945 sentenced in Denmark as a betrayer
145 to 1947 in jail
1947 he finished his apprenticeship as a gardener and helped Nazis leaving Germany for different other countries

1950 first marriage, a son
1951 attempts to reconstruct the Danish national youth organisation
1956 service in the Danish army
1957 service in the peacekeeping units in the Gaza region until he was unmasked by a radio station in Israel
1959 work as a gardener again; hew wrote right radical articles and was active for the Danish youth organisation (“Runenbewegung”)
1963 imprisoned again for a short time; after that he went to Germany, 
1966 second marriage, working as a master gardener in Rastatt without the German citizenship
1986 retirement

Besides his work he wrote articles and hold lectures on behalf of right wing organisations, especially the HIAG and the Ulrichsberg-meetings.
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