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Summary of the Interview Meinhard v. Ow

Including personal evaluation of the interview situation by the interviewer

Name of the interviewee:
Meinhard Freiherr von Ow

Date:
2004/July, 21

Interviewer(s):
A. v. Plato

Other people present at the interview: 


Recorded by:
audio tape

Summary:
yes (see special paper)

Documents:


Preliminary remark – “Projekt Erlebnisgeneration”

The aim of the project was to have oral sources of the holocaust – by perpetrators, bystanders and other witnesses. As is well known, oral history interviews can only be successful if the interviewer gains the confidence of the interviewee. 

This however, leads to a professional reservation of the interviewer even if the interviewee expresses attitudes that are not acceptable. On the contrary, empathy with the interviewee or in other cases professional curiousness and the wish to understand might even seem as if there was a silent consent. However, not showing one’s reservations (on the side of the interviewer) is due to the attempt to make the interview partners speak rather than signalling doubts about their opinions. 
The second important reason for this decision was that the project members were always hoping to get other interviewees by mouth-to-mouth propaganda. Nevertheless, in the rare cases when interview partners expressed Nazi opinions they anticipated that the interviewers would not share their opinions and sometimes invited us to discuss with them. Altogether, the atmosphere in some interviews or at least some passages do have a character of a tightrobe walk.

Protocol

Meinhard v. Ow called me because of articles in veteran’s publication. He told me – so I heard it – that he was to be seen on four photos of the exhibition “Verbrechen der Wehrmacht” (crimes of the Wehrmacht), two were fakes. Besides that he had written a lot of papers against the exhibition; at the same time he told me that he was a member of a strict catholic (Jesuit) students organisation (“Marianen Studentenkongregation” which “can and should be seen as a resistance group”). The first two dates we arranged had to be postponed because of diseases one of him one of me. At least, I visited him at his home in Munich. He and his wife (born in Finland) lived in a very nice and big apartment in the centre of Munich, furnished in the style of land nobles. He was very interested in this interview because he wanted to show that the Wehrmacht was a normal army, not better nor worse than other armies in the world, no criminal organisation as it is said today. It turned out after a short time that the story of the faked photos was a misunderstanding. Correct was that he had written some historical articles against Reemtsma and Heer (who organised the exhibition) and some others. Especially he had seen during the war crimes of the Soviet Red Army.

On the other hand he was a strict catholic young men and student and against the Nazis, as he told me. But during the interview he focussed his life story on his time as a soldier. For the aims of the project the other part of his life could be more interesting, but perhaps it would be sufficient to take his written papers about it.

He gave me many articles and other papers and a film-interview he gave for the TV-film “Holokaust”.

After the interview with me he wrote a further letter in which he focussed again all his energy on his fight against the failures and fakes of the exhibition “Verbrechen der Wehrmacht”. Actually, I do not know why he is so emphatic about this compared to his other parts of his life.

Short Biography 

Meinrad Freiherr von Ow was born 1922/February/18, and he starts his life with the declaration that his family has its origin in Württemberg 800 years ago. Most of the male ancestors had been lawyers and estate owners.


His father was a higher police officer in Munich, against the Nazis, his party was the catholic “Bayerische Volkspartei” = “Zentrum” in Bavaria.

1932 visit of a very good gymnasia though the family was short of money

Meinrad joined the Marianen Studentenkongregation, an organisation of the Jesuits. (He gave us a paper about it.)

30. Januar 1933: His family was depressed because of the Hitler-chancellorship and government. In April they had the first Nazi anti-Semitic riots.

In 1934 – after the “Röhm-Putsch” his father was fired, because he made anti-Nazi-remarks and was denunciated; they moved to Kaulbach

In 1935 his father was “reaktiviert” and got a job Neuburg/Donau

In 1936 Meinrad had to go into the HJ

In 1938 father had to move to Heilbrunn (where their house was totally bombed later during the war)

In 1940 Abitur (final exam), he volunteered to the “Bayerischen Reiterregiment 17”, first in Chechoslovakia, than as a radio operator to Netherlands, Belgium and France. Those born in 1922 were 40 percent fallen. After the end of the “Blitzkrieg” against France, he was in Reims. It was total empty and there were huge streams of refugees. However, he was depressed, because he knew that there was not any hope of democracy. There was a German hybris which was an important condition for the war against the Soviet Union.

In 1941 after a special training Eastern war starting in Czechia, via graz to Slovenia to Croatia where they were welcomed as liberators. On June, 21, the war against Russia began, and his unit in between. His first letter to his father included details about murders of the Red army against Germans or pro German persons, sometime denunciated by Jews. He told me a little about Babi Yar – in my eyes playing down from the knowledge of today.


Wounded nearby Charkov, hospital, good relationship to the Ukrainian civilian population

1942, February to the front again, the big withdrawal Donezbecken, battle of encirclement near Charkow, breaking through to the South

1943 military school on Vienna, after that to Greece, wounded again, for half a year in military hospitals, and a long vacation in which he studied Physics and Mathematics. He was a visitor of a Nazi-trial.

1943 to 1945 big withdrawal

1945 end of the war Lieutenant (Leutnant), in Achensee and Munich, living with his grandparents in the “Chiemgau”; his father in British prisonership of war until 1948, because he became a general in 1944, autumn.

In 1946 university, studies of engineering (construction) , and work in different for earning money, “Armenessen” (eating for the poors)

In 1949 a very good examine, at once a good job at “Hoch-Tief”, one of the biggest construction firms in post war Germany ( under a black boss, as he mentions)

In 1951 then employees got passports for the first time, and he worked mostly in the in foreign countries

1955 marriage, three daughters (one is today living with a diplomat, the second is an unmarried architect, the third unmarried as well, working as a computer specialist)
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