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Tape 1

In this interview, Vasilij Cikunov, born in 1924 and a life-long resident of Daugavpils, Latvia, talks about the extermination of local Jews during World War II.
[01:] 00:30:00 – [01:] 11:59:25
He gives his name, birthdate, and place as January 7, 1924, in Daugavpils; relates how the Germans entered Daugavpils at the end of June 1941; says there was little fighting but the city was burning from fires; mentions that there were many Jewish shops in the Old Forshtadt where the family lived; describes how a Jew was killed by Germans that were passing through the area; talks about an early organized shooting of Jews in centrally located Dubrovinskij Park; notes that the Germans did not let anybody near the area but the shots were clearly heard; tells that later shootings of Jews—in June, July, and August—were done at Zolotaya Gorka, about 1.5 km from the Forshtadt; describes a typical procedure: at about 5 or 6 o’clock in the morning, columns of Jews were brought along Andrej Pupar Street to the sands at Zolotaya Gorka with a German in the front, and local policemen and hired workers flanking the Jews; notes that the policemen were drunk, and the Jews had been told they were being transferred to another ghetto; comments that they walked quietly, carried suitcases, and were followed by horse-drawn carts; mentions that there were a number of ghettos in Daugavpils, one of which was in front of the fortress by the Dvina River; tells that the September—October shootings of Jews were done at Pogulyanka; talks about a few locals waiting for the shootings of Jews to be completed in order to search for the deceased people’s gold and jewelry; recalls hearing from his father the rumor that Jews had to remove all clothing before being killed; remembers one of the policemen, a Russian, who later volunteered for the army and was killed. 
[01:] 12:00:00 – [01:] 14:05:25
He mentions that there were Russian Orthodox and Old Believer cemeteries as well as a lighthouse at Zolotaya Gorka; talks about religious ceremonies held there during the tsarist era. 

[01:] 14:06:00 – [01:] 19:00:25
He tells more about shooting in Dubrovinskij Park; recalls seeing his mathematics teacher, a Jew, with his son among other Jews being led to the ghetto a few days later, and they waved at each other; quotes that an estimated 14,000 Jews lived in Daugavpils before the war; notes that in Dubrovinka, the Germans shot about ten Jews on the first day; mentions that the soldiers belonged to tank units.

[01:] 19:01:00 – [01:] 21:55:25
He says his mother worked as a tailor and sold clothing through a Jewish shop owned by Anyuta Shneerson; mentions that Shneerson did not manage to escape and apparently perished with other local Jews; notes that some Jewish professionals were kept alive as they were useful to the local administration; says these Jews wore yellow stars and were not allowed to walk on sidewalks.

[01:] 21:56:00 – [01:] 28:30:25
He mentions again the Jew killed by Germans passing though the Forshtadt; says his name was Davidovich, about 45 years old and that his daughter attended a local school; laments on the current policies of Latvian authorities to disregard the evidence of active local participation in the extermination of Jews during World War II. 
[01:] 28:31:00 – [01:] 36:08:25
He talks about a storehouse on Vestur Street where the Jews’ clothing was collected after it was taken off the dead bodies or gathered from apartments abandoned by Jews; mentions numerous acts of looting in the first days of the war; recalls witnessing a woman carrying large bags being shot by the Germans while on the street on suspicion of looting; talks again about current events and says that in spite of the fact that he has numerous Latvian relatives, as well as his admiration and love of Latvian people and culture, he emphatically disagrees with the current policies of Latvian authorities towards World War II; notes that in his view, Nazism and participation of many Latvians in the Holocaust is a crime no less abhorrent than the Soviet-installed Communism, and it should be categorically condemned.

