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Box 1, Tape 1
In this interview, Valeriu Bogdan talks about the village of Târgu Vecojeni where he was living before the start of the war. He comments on the Jewish families there and their prosperous economic situation. He also discusses the arrival of the gendarmerie in the village in 1942 and focuses on the setting up of the concentration camp. In addition, he gives details about the bad living conditions in the camp and comments on the deportation of the Jewish people after four to five months.
[01:] 00:38:00 – [01:] 11:45:17
He states his first name, family name, date and place of birth (September 21, 1928, Târgu Vecojeni); remembers that before the war, 90 percent of the families in Târgu Vecojeni were Jewish, while the Christian population amounted to only about 30–40 families; comments on the day-to-day life and states the friendly and helpful environment in the Jewish-Christian village; describes the prosperous village – the Jews owned many stores and shops; talks about the school and the fact that he was the only Christian pupil in his classroom; says that the teaching language at school was Romanian; remembers the beginning of the war; discusses the fact that at the end of June, the youngest of the village’s Jewish people managed to escape before the arrival of the gendarmerie and only the oldest and the sickest stayed on; describes how the Jewish families tried to escape by boat sailing on the river (near Sorocu); discusses the arrival of the authorities and mentions the killing of two Jews; discusses the imprisonment of the Jews in the cellar of the gendarmerie office, without water or food; remembers how a carriage full of dead Jews was driven through the village; mentions the burial of the bodies near the village; talks about the involvement of the local population in the killing of the Jews.

[01:] 11:45:18 – [01:] 20:23:16
He discusses the fate of one of the accomplices to the killing of the Jews – after the war ended, the accomplice was tried and imprisoned for 25 years; gives details about the concentration camp, which was set up in 1942, and about the construction of a stone-paved road all the way to the camp; talks about the deportation of the Jews after four to five months; gives information about the harsh living conditions in the camp, the lack of food, clothing, blankets, facilities, windows, doors, or furniture; mentions that the Jews were sleeping on the ground and warmed beside fires; discusses how the Jews had no other choice but to sell their valuables in order to buy food – this was done in a special market organized exclusively for them; remembers that the camp was supervised by Romanian guards and not by gendarmes; remembers the Jews having to work for the rich villagers (mostly tailoring services) in exchange for food, which they took to their families in the camp. 

[01:] 20:23:17 – [01:] 25:53:12

He comments on the great number of Jewish people who died in the camp; gives details about the Jewish cemetery outside the village; states that the dead bodies were all buried in a big pit, about 20–30 bodies per day; remembers how the road to school passed by the camp; says he used to share his school lunch with the Jews who were begging by the camp fence; states that the Jewish people were forced to work on the construction site of the stone-paved road; describes the bad working conditions and how the Jews were beaten up by the guards.   

