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TCR 1

1.01: Father retired from Marines in 1921, where C. had been until then.  He was in Dutch East Indies for ten years.  A restless man.  When C. was born  we went to Den Helder because he had to go East.  We stayed in Den Helder.  In August 1914, WWI.

1.03: when war was over, father returned with HM Regentes, navy ship in 1919.  C. was there with his mother.  Salute firing of guns etc.

1.04: went to school in Leiden.  But father was restless.  Started a “milk salon” in Leiden.  When C. was ten he was a good billiards player.

1.05: Sold milk salon and had a house boat built.  Family moved in there.  Lived there for 5 years, rented out boats.  They also had a boat house later.  They were the only ones who lived on a house boat in 1924 Leiden.

1.06: at age 16 the depression hit.  C. ended up in the hair dressers business.  He adapted to the posh Leiden accent because the places where he worked were frequented by professors and doctors.

1.07:  house boat could move, so C. lived and went to school in The Hague and Dordrecht as well.  The family was humanistic-socialist, not religious at all.  But that was not odd for someone from the military, in the navy there were a lot of “red” people, a lot of things were banned.

1.08: you could not be a member of the union.  Father was in the union.  He could also not wear a special custom navy uniform that looked really nice, because he was not an officer.  Father resisted those rules.

1.09: C. met “his girl” in 1937.  Also from socialist background.  Both members of SDAP, the Dutch Social Democrats.  C. only went to school for seven years.  From 16 he had jobs already.  Went to public schools, with lot of different children.

1.10: “I don’t know where Jewish kids went.”  I never knew, we never talked about Jews because it was not a factor, a Jew was not a Jew but a person like any other.  I knew of no anti-Semitism as a youth.

1.11:  I just wanted to live: had canoes and sailboats that father gave me.  Could “swim like a rat” and played water polo.

When war broke out, C. was still a hair dresser.

1.12: His girlfriend was with the police union and she suggested C. become a cop for more future perspectives.  “I did that.”

Sister had died of diphtheria at 4. 

1.13: Mother said: study and live with us.  So C. studied 8 or ten hours a day.  C. got diploma with honors, “because I worked so hard.”  April 3, 1940, C. got the diploma and “we were instantly mobilized.”

1.14: I was in the Ardennes when the mobilization happened.  Everywhere were soldiers, because Belgium mobilized too.

We knew so much because we read Het Volk (“The People”), socialist daily.  Mr. Veen had a private secretary.  He was the editor.  He killed himself “when the krauts came”.  His newspaper had been very critical of the Germans.  C. thinks he may have been Jewish although not sure.

1.15: Yes we talked about the situation in Germany at home.  We knew because of the paper.  Father was vehemently anti-German, called them krauts before the war already.  He was a stern man, strict to me.  He was a tyrant; mother and me had it difficult with him although he had his good sides.

1.17: continued to study during mobilization.  Did exam on April 2, 1940 in Amsterdam.

1.18: when the fighting was over I wrote a one-page letter that I had survived.

1.19: Valkenburg airport was a sand strip, the Germans could land but they could not take off because of the sand.  We put them full of holes.  Our guys were frying them.  It was so hot in those [May] days.

1.20: we saw paratroopers coming from the sky for the first time. We shot at them.

1.21: we were a communications unit, but our chief communications guy forgot all his gear, so we only had our rifles.  I was not involved in the heaviest fighting.

1.22: The Germans let the women and children go, but the men were locked up in church.  A shell fell on it.  Never read much about that in the books.

1.23: their losses must have been large, because we held out.  But us too, I helped bury them after capitulation.  We fought for almost five days.

1.24: When the Queen fled to UK, we were disappointed, but I understood.  It was better than being captured.  She also needed to be involved with the East Indies.

1.25: during battle, the difference between Catholics and Protestants and Jews was undetectable.  That was different form before the war.  But if there were NSB [Dutch National Socialists] guys [in the unit] that would change the atmosphere.

1.27: Germans shot flares which had different colors.  If they shot a white one you had to duck because they lighted everything up for a long time.

1.29: Talks about standing guard at night, maintaining cover and all that.  Talks about dealing with fear.

1.30: Talks about maintaining discipline and getting people to stand guard.

1.33: Talks about fearful, nervous soldiers who put their own at danger.

1.34: War in Netherlands was decided at the Grebbenberg.  We heard that over the radio.

1.35: After the surrender – we could hear and see the bombing of Rotterdam in the distance – we became PoWs.  We dug graves for our fallen.  They had been saved up somewhere for those days and then they were brought out and we buried them.  About one hundred in two or three trucks.

1.37: Talks about German paratroopers in town of Katwijk.

1.39: I had not counted on the Netherlands getting into the war.  A couple of weeks after the surrender, I got a job with the police in Delft.  Which got C. out of being a PoW.

1.40: How do you remain a good Dutchman when you have to work in an environment that is marked by a nazi mentality.

1.41: Collaboration was a big word.  It was hard to cope with: what is it?

1.42: Queen called from England for cooperation with the Germans in order to maintain order and continue normal life of the population.

1.44: The Queen’s call was in the interest of the Germans.  I had to go in between running away and staying and helping them, because I was police officer.

1.45: Police work was pretty general: brawls, drunk people, thefts.

1.47: Dutch police stood under German civil administration.  They had to implement German law.  Sometimes that conflicted with Dutch laws.  Cannot remember examples.

1.48: Talks about daily grind, the shifts.  Meanwhile they heard about German victories in Belgium.

1.49:  Delft police was fairly pro-Dutch, so you could talk more freely.

1.50: We did get auxiliary agents, who were NSB.  Some were of German descent.  They had very fierce discussions, even while Ten Haken was pro-English.  But those auxiliary NSB cops never ratted out any of the pro-Dutch ones.

1.51: Another example was November 26, 1940, when Leiden professor Kleveringa* protested the dismissal of two Jewish professors Meijers and Davids in a lecture for students.  But he stayed, which was the third way in between resistance and abiding with the new laws.  The students took to the streets, and the unrest also made it to the technical school in Delft.

1.53: As a result the police had to sleep at the station to be more deployable.  If something was up, they had to go talk, because there was a ban on public gatherings.  They tried to talk people out of it, talking to young men.  Just make sure you don’t exceed three and just go from group to group so you can share information, C. told them.

1.54: Did not feel any anti-Jewish measures.  It did not come into his view.  There was a small Jewish community. There was a synagogue.  I never saw people with yellow stars.

1.55: the Germans boarded the temple up, but kids were going in there through hole anyway.  C. and colleagues dispersed them and made sure they repossessed what belonged to the temple.

1.56: I think it is called a Torah, says Ten Haken, and I took it back.  I took the ornamental wood of the scrolls and burnt it because I was afraid that someone would find it in my house because it was so obviously Jewish.  I hid the scrolls under the roof tiles until after the war and then returned them.

1.58: One day one February a very upset lady was set down in the station by the Sicherheitsdienst because the SD told her she had to tell them where her Jewish husband was.  If she did not they would take her to The Hague to “Room 7”, the HQ of the SD.  She was afraid of torture.  Wanted Ten Haken to go tell the lady’s mother that her husband needed to go hide so she could not betray him.  Ten Haken brought a towel to that house to have motive to be there (to get soap) in case there was SD there.  Did not tell his colleagues that he did this.

TCR 2

2.02: Talks of resistance raiding the police station.  They took 38 pistols and 3 prisoners – among them the upset lady.

2.03: Talks about “the mass murders” that took place.  If the authorities knew in England, then they failed to make a “public secret” out of it.  But the Jews did not know either.  That was the problem.  If they had known, they would have made it known, wouldn’t they?

2.04: But it was as if the Jews did not exist in Delft.  I have no memories about Jews being rounded up in Delft.  We did not talk about it happening in other towns at the stations.

2.05: I often guarded the City Hall on the market in Delft, because the resistance sometimes raided those places to burn, disrupt or otherwise mess up business there.  Such as the population registry (”bevolkinsregister”), “which had to do with the persecution of the Jews.”

TCR 3

3.01: Talks about guarding distribution materials (such as food stamps).  But one day he was called away to the station.  He and five other colleagues were told they were dismissed for the days and would report at the Binnenhof at “Room 7”, the SD HQ in The Hague.  They were shocked.  Were told to go in full uniform, as it was supposed to be a work thing.  Talks about the realization that these were five random men and someone had chosen those five to send them to “hell”, while that person could stay behind his desk safely.  C. says he thinks that kind of decision making is still one of those things that has been insufficiently researched.  How could superiors do that to their subordinates?

3.03: the German Green Police showed up to talk to their captain, Vooijs*, a lieutenant who was promoted to captain because the old one had to go.  The Germans wanted the Dutch police to start seizing bicycles from civilians and that is what they talked to the captain about.  That would be theft, the captain refused.  He quit on the spot.  C. talks about captain’s goodbye, telling officers to comply with the command and to think of their families.  “But do it [taking bikes] in your own way.”

3.05: Officers knew that Germans would put them in camps if they refused orders.  The threats were implied or made in person, not on paper.

3.07: C. says it was widely known this would happen, but no-one told him personally and he knew nobody who had it happen to them.

3.08: One Sunday he had bicycle requisition duty.  A sunny day.  He went to a bridge and warned the kids that played there that they should warn cyclists not to pass C.  The kids complied.  C. saw no-one pass him.

3.10: Municipal truck collected bikes.  He had none until a tandem passed with bikers who did not heed warnings.  He then had to take their bike and explained that he could not let them pass for fear of being spotted by collaborator.  Later the man on the tandem could drop by station to get his bike back.  It was the only time C. had to seize bicycles.  Later he avoided that duty.

3.13: Reads from notice citing measures against police officers deserting or going into hiding.

3.15: Did not know about these measures during the war.  Even though measures said that direct family went to concentration camp if cop deserted.

3.16: We went to The Hague, but we had no idea what would happen there.  C. says he hid the things that were in his home that could incriminate him.  Such as illegal newspaper.  Or a second firearm.

3.18: Talks about arriving at “Room7” in The Hague.

3.19: Talks about reception in an upstairs room: officers and officials in civilian clothes.  Among them was the war criminal Fischer*, who was later one of the Breda Three.

3.20: Talks about how there was an interpreter, relaying Fischer’s words.  Talks about not having ever learned German.

3.21: Talks about Fischer telling them they needed to help round up Jews.  C. says he never actually helped there but stood there.  With pain in his heart.

3.23:  Fischer ordered them that if there were Jews who fled to shoot them.  One of the five men was Jan van der Sloot, who was in the resistance; he was executed on December 6, 1944.  There is a stone on the honorary cemetery [in Bloemendaal] for him, and a canal named after him in Delft.  They decided that night to deliberately miss anyone who ran.  C. says it is the balancing act as a result of the Queen’s radio speech again.  “Show me someone who came out of the war with their hands clean.”  Talks about a particularly crude officer named Rückert* who shared his name with a famous poet.

3.25: Talks about that they would not shoot someone who ran in any case.  The Germans knew they were not reliable in that way.  C. considers that they maybe took them along anyway as a humiliation or as a show of superiority.

3.26: As a way to keep people under pressure, to suppress any ideas of acting brave or subversive.

3.28: Talks about his nickname “Loes”, after a popular song from the first days of the war.

Talks of a round-up in December 9, 1944 to get forced laborers.  November 1943 they did it in Rotterdam.  In ’44 he hid, he had two options.

3.29: The New Church in Delft was being renovated, the scaffolding was locked up, but he knew the one guy who still worked there.  Another option was in a street where a lot of construction went on.

3.32: Talks about helping someone who hid people to get some of the loafs of bread that he was guarding as part of his duties.

3.33: 12/9/1944 round-up, C. was warned by watchman at his police station and went to hide.

3.36: Talks about how the day of the round up went down and how he avoided being caught.

3.38: Talks about being stopped and frisked in the dead of night.

3.39: Talks about carrying his gun with one bullet in chamber and having been given 21 extra bullets by watchman Turk, who was also “good”.

3.41: Talks about having to escort a German captain to a school for rounded up people.  Talks about how the captain turned out to be a good person, who did not want his job either.

3.46: Talks about warning his colleagues that he is walking to the station with a German cop who is to take over the station.  By the time they get there all men under 40 are gone.

3.51: Talks about escorting drunk officer Rückert ringing on doors in the middle of the night to round up Jews.  First they went to the house of a member of the Jewish Council, Kaufman*.  Kaufman, who was fluent in German, demanded to speak to Fisher, whom the officer called.  Fischer actually came over and talked to Kaufman, but he hand his family had to go anyway.

3.59: Talks to little daughter of Kaufman, who cried over not being able to bring her pets.

TCR 4

4.00: talks about setting loose animals: cat, frog, salamander will fend for themselves.  Canary outside with its seed.  C. says that cheered the girl up.

4.03: C. talks about seeing Jan van der Sloot who also had to help rounding up Jews.  

4.05: Talks about bringing the people on to the station platform.

TCR 5

5.01: Talks about people not speaking in the car on the way to the train station.  About his own expectations on what would happen to them.

5.02: Talks about risks of helping people flee.

5.04: Talks about Rückert making rude jokes about the Jews having to face east, as that was apparently the way they have to face when buried.

5.05: C. estimates number of people on platform: train was full.  Twelve wagons for passengers not cattle carts all filled up.  60 times 12 maybe?  Men, women and children all mixed up.

5.07: Wagons on train were filled up.  People had to stand in the aisles.

Kaufman asked C. to contact mr. Frima* (a lawyer in The Hague) to tell him what happened. Mr. Frima was pleased to be informed.

5.09: People did not ask questions on the platform.  All preoccupied, talked among themselves.  Everything went without orders from the Dutch, the German Green police did that.

5.10: Talks about what he might have done if he had been a Jew.  Said he would have wanted freedom.

5.11: Talks about people being shot while caught in the act of stealing fuel from trains coming out of Germany.  Mentions alcohol being made in Delft to fuel V-1s and V-2s.

5.12: Lot of shifts together with Jan van der Sloot, but they did not discuss the round ups.  They did wonder where the Jews went.  The neighbors wondered about that too.

5.13: Talks again about that people did not know what would happen to the Jews in the east.  Says one neighbor said he did in fact know, however C. says that neighbor is full of it, because he brought Jewish neighbors to the train station.  Why did you do it if you knew, C. asked.  “People talk,” says C.

5.14: why higher circles did not reveal what they knew?  There were rumors.  But forced labor could not be it, because there were so many elderly and children who were sent off.

5.15: C. waived at the Kaufman family.  Talks about having a break down later in life – “long after the war” – while training to be a teacher.  At that time he went to the editor of Het Vrije Volk (“The Free People”), Klaas Voskuil, and told him the Kaufman story.

5.17: C. wonders whether Voskuil told him the Kaufmans ended up in Israel just to appease C.’s conscience.

5.19: After the train left they slept in the Oranje Hotel in Scheveningen.  On the floor.  Then they were sent to Barneveld, in the province of Gelderland.  There were Jews that needed to be moved to Westerbork.

5.20: Talks about German-Jewish inmates of the Ordnungsdienst, the inmate-orderlies in Westerbork.  Is not familiar with inmates being used for that.

5.22: Talks about SD cars of the brand DKW and their uniforms.

5.24: They were in Barneveld with the same group of policemen that got talked to by Fischer.  C. says he only saw Fischer after the war when Fischer was captured.

5.25: Talks about old Jewish man who had opted to bring over 30 neck ties.  C. asks why did he bring that of all things?

5.27: C. estimates there were some 100 people in De Bieze*, in Barneveld, both men and women.

5.28: Talks about learning after the war that these Jews had a special status, so-called gunstjoden or “favor Jews”.  He does not know why they had this special status.

5.29: Talks about these Jews having to get into train wagons.  He feared the sick ones who were all put in the last wagon that he had to guard.  He did not know what “nekkramp” was (a stage of meningitis?).

5.30: Talks about a nurse that gave him biscuits.  Possibly because he told a German guard to stop rushing the slow sickly people.

5.31: Talks about stopping people from running away: “it was the only thing I could do.”  Otherwise they might be killed on the spot.  Maybe there would be a better moment to escape later on.

5.32: Talks about not understanding how it would be possible to check if everyone was present in the train.

5.33: De Bieze and Barneveld people together in that train numbered a couple of hundred.

5.35: Talks about speaking with a Jewish man carrying a violin.  Says it was hard to talk about anything.  If they would have asked me to help them get away I might have helped them but no-one ever asked.  There was no fence in Barneveld, maybe there was other way of keeping people from running away.

5.36: Speaks of fear and not knowing what to talk about to people.

Talks of guilt making it impossible to communicate in a normal way.  Talks about two days that he had to help transport Jews and felt much guilt after war.

5.37: C. never saw Dutch officers who beat Jews, shouted, or cried, or intimidated Jews.

5.39: Talks about how he could not help Kaufmans for example because it implicated his life and the risk of getting shot, his job, his wife, his child.  Talks about possibilities to do something and the futility of such a small act as shooting the drunk Rückert.  It would have just caused a lot of trouble, even though he had the opportunity.

5.40: “The safest thing was to do nothing.”

5.42: There must have been some 400 people in that train and 50 Dutch police and 10 Germans on the train to Amersfoort.  C. says the Dutch cops did not know what the plans were.

5.43: Talks about stack of cards and letters that the same nurse asked him to mail.  Talks about symbolism of throwing shredded paper out the window of the running train.  He does not know what that was for.  Does not know if anything was on those shreds of paper.  Remembers it being very quiet on train.

5.44: C. says he knew nothing except for the name of Westerbork at that time.  Rumors he heard were so “unlikely”.  Will not explain what the rumors said.

5.46: Talks about how he and his wife were victims too, but in a different way than the Jews.  Talks about that the Jews, where they went was unknown.  It was nameless.  He wondered, but “we would get no answers anyway.”

5.48: Remembers watching the skies at long wait in the middle of the night.

Says addressing the film crew: I wondered what would happen to those people and knew that we would forget – but you need to remember in 100 years and you will remember.

5.50: Talks about German-speaking Ordnungsdienst at unloading of trains.

Talks about these “favor Jews” getting a special, very nice barrack.  Says he heard about that.

5.51: Talks about sleeping in Westerbork that night.

Talks about seeing Westerbork commander Gemmecker walk with his shepherd the next morning.

5.52: Talks about seeing some of the camp before they left that morning.  It looked neatly kept.  The people were polite.  People were very deferential.  It made C. feel uncomfortable.  

5.54: Talks about reading the author Philip Mechanicus who was glad to be transferred from Vught to Westerbork.

Talks about the Jews in Westerbork not knowing that Westerbork was the penultimate stop to death.

5.55: Talks about Dutch holocaust historian Loe de Jong who mocked Dutch police in his books for helping Jews carrying luggage.

5.56: No-one believed that these people would go to labor camps.  But they would not believe any suggestions of what turned out to really be happening.

5.57: Talks about guilt about not being able to help the little girl Kaufman with packing better.  About her parents being too preoccupied to help their daughter.

5.58: Talks about Theresienstadt, which was “a very good camp”, like Westerbork, while at Theresienstadt people might escape with their lives.

5.59: Talks about his own feelings about the war, as a way to wrap up interview.  Talks about not wanting the war, and the guilt of Hitler and the entire German population, nazis or not. Talks about parents, in-laws, sister-in-law moving in with C. and wife because Germans were building the Atlantik Wall in their towns.  That was a burden to consider every day he started a shift.  He was the wage earner.  He had to take care of all of them.

TCR 6

6.03: If it happens again, maybe we have learned nothing.  You need to survive.  The enemy is ferocious and will blackmail the occupied at every turn.

6.05: Several pictures.
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