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In this interview, Stanislava Spiridonova, a local resident of Plungė, talks about life and the relations of Jews with other residents of Plungė before the war, under the Nazi regime, and after the war. She remembers the rounding up of Jews into the synagogue, how they were transported to be shot, and the fate of their belongings and property. She also discusses the fate of Jews who fled abroad to the Soviet Union and returned to their homes in Soviet Lithuania (probably after the Nazi occupation ended in 1944). 

[00:] 06:27:19 – [00:] 13:26:07
She introduces herself as a local resident of Plungė who was born there on August 21, 1917; discusses working for Jews in Plungė before the war; describes how a week after the Germans attacked the Soviets, baltaraiščiai (“white-stripers”) gathered Jews and began transporting them; remembers an incident in which she, along with others, was rounded up by “white-stripers” and tricked into thinking they were being driven to Klaipėda to collect rubble, but the truck did not stop there; discusses the gender and reactions of the passengers; describes in detail the morning of the start of the war and how her Jewish proprietress did not take any guests in at her hotel for that week; discusses how her proprietress was seized and how, later, she herself was thrown out of her proprietess’ house; describes the apparel of the “white-stripers,” who they were and where they came from; describes in detail the transportation of the Jews in trucks and her duties of bringing food to Jews who had been forced into the synagogue to wait for two weeks before they were transported to be shot; describes how the Jews were transported in trucks and who guarded them; comments again on the backgrounds of the “white-stripers,” that some were locals who later left for America; mentions that there was only one German who commanded the “white-stripers”; discusses the fate of the Jews who were shot at Kaušėnai; explains how many days the transportation and shooting lasted. 

[00:] 13:26:08 – [00:] 20:25:59
She discusses the appropriation and distribution of the belongings and homes of Jews; talks about Jews who had left for Russia and how they reclaimed their homes upon returning from abroad (probably after 1944); mentions the names Glykman and Olšvanks [Olshvanks]; mentions that subsequently all the remaining Jews left for Israel; talks about the weapons that the “white-stripers” carried; explains in detail how the Jews had their own homes during Smetona’s presidency (the interwar period); talks about the prominence of Jews in Plungė, and how they were proprietors of all the houses; mentions that the “white-stripers,” who had lived in the Jews’ basements moved into the Jewish houses once they were empty; discusses whether people’s standard of living improved after the elimination of Jews from the city; discusses the universal poverty of those times, and that Jewish clothing did not stand out if it was being worn by others who had taken it; focuses on the fact that she knew all the Jews that she saw being transported; discusses her mother’s history of living with and working for Jews who were taken away; talks about the fire in Plungė in 1931 in which their house was burned, so that her mother never lived in a Jew’s house; comments on the confusion of war, that it was not clear who was guarding the Jews or who was saving them; [silence until interview resumes].
[00:] 20:26:00 – [00:] 25:04:15
She focuses on the fate of the Jews who were taken away; mentions the mass grave at Kaušėnai and the memorial monument; recalls a conversation she had with a “white-striper” in which he admitted to having shot the Jews that had been driven away; talks about how other people went to Kaušėnai to see what became of the Jews out of curiosity; discusses the attitudes and lives of Jews who returned after being abroad, how they were poor at first, but soon became rich, and maintained close relations with the other inhabitants of the city; focuses on the fact that many Jews, upon returning from abroad, became government officials who ruled the district; comments on the overall tragedy of the Jews and her own fear and understanding of it; comments on the fates of her Jewish friends with whom she had worked. 

