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In this interview Marytė Ambrizaitė, a local of Žiežmariai, discusses witnessing the shootings of Jews as a little girl. She describes the good relations her family had with the local Jews. She remembers witnessing from the window in her house how the Jews were marched down her street and then describes going with her sister to the hills surrounding the area of the mass grave to witness the shooting of the Jews but running away in fright. She remembers in detail how a young Jewish girl begged for her life but was shot anyway. She talks about returning to the grave site several days after the shooting and discusses how people respected the site as they passed it during the following years. 
[00:] 53:12:03 – [01:] 04:24:06

She introduces herself as born in 1923 in Žežmariai [Žežmarių] town; discusses the large Jewish population in Žežmariai before the war—about 2,000; remembers one Jew named Vitenbergas [Vitembergas] from whom she used to buy her school supplies; mentions her impression that there were more Lithuanians in the town than Jews; remembers the start of the war when she was working on her parents‘ farm; talks about how her family fled Žežmariai to a relative’s house in the country when the war began; remembers that Jews were forced together into the ghetto and the synagogue where they were guarded before the mass shooting; explains that she witnessed the Jews march down her street on their way to be shot; describes watching from a distance how Jews were driven together and forced to the shooting site; recounts the sequence of events of the day when the Jews were shot—how she with her sister watched through their window as the Jews were marched down the street and then they went to the hills where they had been herding cows to watch how the Jews were brought to the shooting sight; mentions that the Jews were crying and moaning as they walked; recounts how she and her sister went up on the hill out of curiosity and hid behind a bush to see whether the Jews would really be shot; remembers in detail witnessing a beautiful Jewish girl begging to be let free but get shot anyway; mentions that the Jews were set up in rows in front of the trench; explains that when the shooting actually began, she got scared and ran away;[silence until interview resumes]; talks about why she cannot remember any details because she was so scared at the time; remembers that the Jews were undressed to their underwear; says that there were probably men, women and children being shot; describes the other sounds of cries and moans that she heard apart from the shots; tries to describe the dimentions of the trench, focusing on the fact that it was long but not wide.

[01:] 04:24:07 – [01:] 14:53:23
She talks about the shooters, mentioning that some were uniformed and that some were not; vaguely remembers the people who were guarding the site who did not let her go nearer; talks about hearing the shooting once she and her sister already ran away out of fear; specifies that she went to the shooting site around noon; talks about going to the grave site several days after the shooting took place, mentioning that many people went to see it out of curiosity; explains that there were no scattered belongings but that the earth was evenly piled; discusses the ownership of the land—that it used to be a public herding ground; discusses how over the following years grass covered up the area but that people were too scared to graze their cows on that spot and that people would frequently pass near the area and honor it as they did so; does not remember if the grass was cut in the area, only that evergreens grew on it; [silence until video cuts and interview resumes]; explains that she decided to go and see the shootings out of curiosity; discusses the distance from which she watched mentioning that she watched from very far away at first but that she came nearer when they started to shoot Jews into the trench and then she ran away; says that there were not very many shooters; vaguely explains that the Jews were lined up on the edge of the trench and fell in as they were shot, holding onto each other; recalls again the young Jewish girl who was running around, begging for her life; identifies her as being between 10 and 20 years old; mentions the street that the girl had lived on. 

[01:] 14:53:24 – [01:] 18:32:04

She calculates the distance between her house and the shooting site; describes running home after witnessing the shootings and briefly hearing the shots; explains that the Jews were driven to the trench in small groups and not as an entire column; explains that she witnessed the shooting of one group and that when the second was brought forward, she ran away; vaguely tries to talk about the people who did the shooting; explains that people said they were Lithuanians but that she did not recognize them; says that there were shooters in both civilian clothes and uniforms.
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