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In this interview Alfredas Butkevičius, a local of Žiežmariai [Žiežmarių], discusses the life of Jews in Žiežmariai, before the war and how everything changed under the Nazi occupation. He recalls hearing about the shooting of all the Jews in Žiežmariai while visiting his parents out of town. He discusses in detail witnessing the auction of Jewish belongings that took place on the square outside of the synagogue, which he observed as an 18-year-old. The interview is filmed on the location of the original building of the synagogue where the auction took place. 
[02:] 32:38:18 – [02:] 35:10:19 

He introduces himself as a local of Žiežmariai born in 1923; talks about the large Jewish population in Žiežmariai before the war, focusing on their professions: craftsmen, tradesmen, and doctors, mentioning the names Raudanskis, Felcheris and Magonas; explains how Jewish life changed when the Germans occupied Lithuania focusing on how the Jews had to sew the Star of David to their clothes, that they were banned from walking on the sidewalks, and that their stores were almost run out of business; recounts how the Sunday after the shootings he met a policeman outside of Church in Žaisliai who told him that all the Jewish women, children, and elderly of Žiežmariai had been shot, and that upon returning to town from his grandparent’s farm, he realized that this had indeed happened; discusses how people told him that the children, sick and elderly were driven to the site in wagons; mentions that after the shootings there were no more Jews in the town. 

[02:] 35:10:20 – [02:] 41:21:01

He talks about how after the shooting, the belongings of the Jews were brought to the synagogue where they were auctioned off; describes the scene of the auction which he witnessed himself; explains that he came to the auction out of curiosity, not to buy anything; discusses the good number of people at the auction; explains that he does not know who organized it but that policemen and others were those who were selling the objects; explains that all of the belongings were kept inside of the synagogue and that when an object was being auctioned they would open a second story window and hold the bag out to show it and then throw the bag out to the highest bidder; specifies that people did not know what was in the bag, but bought them anyway; mentions that the currency was in marks; explains that the buyers were mostly from the villages and that he did not see many aquaintances; explains that the auction did not seem like a success to him, but that people who were in need did take belongings; mentions that people must have known that these were Jews’ belongings because there had never been at an auction before; discusses how the Jews were undressed before they were shot; mentions that some brazen youth even went into the houses of Jews as they were being shot to take belongings. 

[02:] 41:21:02 – [02:] 45:07:14

He points to the second story windows and doors where the bags were shown from, describing the process; admits to not knowing to where or to whom the highest bidder actually paid the money; explains that mostly one person at a time showed the belongings and threw them to the highest bidder; explains that those inside the synagogue were not soldiers but mostly civilians and perhaps one policeman; explains that in general, there were no German soldiers at that time in the area; explains that the auction lasted for several days and for several hours in the afternoon but that he only witnessed the auction that one day; comments on the horror of murdering people and how painful it is to remember those events [voice cracks and eyes tear up, silence until the interview ends]. 
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