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	Interviewee
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	Paul Enkelaar
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	26


Mr. Vles is Jewish. He was taken to Camp Westerbork. He stayed in Westerbork until liberation. He was working at the Antragstelle. This was the office were people could try to apply for papers that would allow them to stay in Westerbork or to return home. Vles was working with requests of people who tried to prove that they were not (fully) Jewish. He was interviewed because his history is related to histories of the interviewees Van Proosdij and Van As.
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	0
	Born in Rotterdam 20 February 1916
He has two older sisters. His father is director of a metal company, a family business. The family was not religious, there was ‘something’ but they did not go to temple. They had a lot of Jewish friends. His grandmother was religious and the family kept to some traditions for her.

	5
	His sister had a Jewish wedding for example. 
The 1930’s are hard for his father, but he is able to maintain the business. There is less money. His parents are not very politically involved. They are conservative liberals.

	
	Break

	
	His father is worried about the changes in Germany. He makes sure that he has money in the USA and the UK. Since 1937-8 his parents live in Brussels. In 1940 his parents flee to the south of France and from there they go to Spain and Portugal. In 1943 his parents are able to go to the UK.

	10
	1935 High school exam. Vles goes to Leiden to study. He finishes in 1939. He returns to Rotterdam and starts an internship at the company that his father used to own. In 1940 he is fired and the business is under a Verwalter.

	15
	In May 1940 Vles is living in Rotterdam. He witnesses the bombing. He goes into town to help, he helps to evacuate the hospital. 
In the beginning the Germans are very correct. Vles does not look Jewish. Later, when he wears the star, most people are very nice to him.

First anti-Jewish rules in 1941-2. He remembers the signs: Jews not allowed.

	20
	After these first measures against Jews, he became more cautious. If you did anything wrong, you would be put on transport immediately. The smallest felony could be fatal for a Jew. But still he walked around without a star from time to time.

	25
	September 1942

He knew that there were ‘camps’, that people were sent to Poland. So he wanted to flee. He knew somebody who could bring him to Sweden, a man named Fransen. A non-Jewish friend wants to join them. It only cost about 100 guilders each but for this they also received some Swedish pocket money. It went wrong.
They are arrested while waiting for the boat. He is taken to the Police Station in Rotterdam and he stays there for 3 weeks.

	30
	He did not see his friend anymore. His friend was sent to Dachau and survived.
At the office of the SD he sees Fransen, walking freely.

He is interrogated by the SD; this was done very correct.

At the time of the arrest Vles was carrying a false ID from a friend on the name of Henri de Meel. But the SD soon finds out that his name is Vles and that he is Jewish.

	35
	Vles fears that he will be send to Mauthausen
On October 2 or 3 1942 Vles is told to get ready, he will be send to Westerbork. He was relieved.

Before his arrest he had worked for the Jewish Counsel in Rotterdam, advising people about their deportation to Westerbork. He had advised people not to wait, but to go into hiding. This was not easy. People would come to his office asking what to bring to Westerbork; or how to prepare for the journey.

	40
	People knew that they would be send to Poland, to live in camps. This was something Jews talked about a lot.

	45
	We did not know what would happen in Poland. I realized that old people did not go there to work.
He was brought to a big hall full of Jews; it was like a station for goods.

	50
	There had been a razzia and these people had all been arrested. About 100-200 people. He had been in jail for six weeks, with very little food. Here there was food, the Jewish Counsel had organized a buffet.
The train was driving to Drenthe, Hooghalen. The train consisted of normal carriages. He was sitting with an old female friend and her mother. From Hooghalen they had to walk to Westerbork.

In the camp he met with old friend from university and people he knew from the Jewish Counsel. They told him to get a job.

	55
	Westerbork was a camp of ‘Selbstverwaltung’. There were Dutch Military Police guards outside the camp, but inside everything was done by Jews. You never saw Germans inside the camp. The German Jews had all the jobs. He was a legal assistant and he worked with other German legal assistants. Good relations were very important. His friends had been sent there by the Jewish Counsel, but they were not prisoners. They were traveling up and down. He got the job through an old teacher, Professor Meyer, whom he met in the camp. Meijer told him about the job.

	1.00
	After a week the office were Vles was working, was taken over by the Antragstell. Antrag means ‘request’. He learned a lot from the German Jews, Vles tells how good they were in organizing. He had to deal with what they called (as a joke) Blut und Boden. That meant racial issues and issues of decent. At this office they had to do with requests of people who said that they were not full Jews according to the Neurenberger laws. Vles studied these laws in detail. If there was one non-Jewish grandparent, than they would try to see if they could find another non-Jewish grandparent, or create one. So that people did not have to go on transportation.
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	0
	He describes the six windows at the Antragstelle:

1) Medical

2) Social

3) Palestine

4) Descent

The other two he does not recall. People would come with requests not to be put on transport. There was a transport leaving every week.

Vles remembers that he witnessed a transport of children. There was an OD (orde dients), a kind of Jewish Police in the camp. Vles remembers how they put the children in the cattle cars.

In the beginning the trains had been passenger trains, but soon cattle cars were used.

The children were between 5 and 12 years old. Some older girls went with the children to take care of them.

	5
	In these days transports went to Auschwitz or Sobibor.

In 1943 Vles married in Westerbork

Vles recalls a German SS man in Westerbork. He had been up and down to Auschwitz and he said that people were being gassed in Auschwitz. This was in 1943 or the beginning of 1944.

	10
	The term ‘gassing’ had been known before in Westerbork, but now it was confirmed.

Vles tells more about the Children transport

Vles recalls how the camp commander would talk about “Mein Juden”. Vles says that it was in everybody’s interest to keep the camp running as long as possible. Also the Germans preferred to stay in The Netherlands.
At the office they would try to get postponement of deportation. They hoped that the war would soon be over and that people would be liberated soon.

	15
	The requests were sent to The Hague, to Fischer and Aus der Funten. If it was denied than people would be put on transport immediately.
Vles talks about the Portuguese Jews. A lawyer called Nygh was involved with this. The Portuguese Jews tried to proof that they did not really had Jewish blood, they argued that there blood was very mixed with non-Jewish people.
Camp commander Gemmeker thought that he could ‘see’ if somebody was Jewish. A niece of Vles was released from Westerbork this way. She was blond and the parents claimed that there was non-Jewish father. Both parents did not survive, but the niece did.

Vles mentions Calmeyer.

	20
	More about the niece.
If a transport arrived at Westerbork, than it was especially busy at Vles’ office. People who were married to non-Jews, would also come to his office.

	25
	Vles had contacts with people in Amsterdam and The Hague. He wrote letters to the Jewish Counsel in Amsterdam. He gives one example: He would write that he was looking for the baptizing certificate of for example Betje van den Berg (very common Dutch name) in this place, or near this place. Born in the years blab la. As vague as possible. Sometimes something would be found to prove that a (fake) grandparent would not be Jewish.
Vles cannot give example of people that he remembers that were being saved this way.

	30
	About Adriaan van As (also interviewed).
Vles knew Van As very well.

In the train to Westerbork, Vles had met an old friend. In Westerbork they engaged and later married. She was working as a secretary for the boss of Vles, a German Jew. If Vles or his wife was on the list for transport to the East, than his wife’s boss, would organize that they would be taken from this list. This happened ten times. This was done through the carthotheek (the system of cards with names of all inhabitants of Westerbork). Than somebody else was put on transport. His wife has been on the list for transportation 17 times.

The last transport to the east took place in August 1944. After this there were no more transports. There was no more danger. Vles found a new job.

300 people could stay in the camp to keep the camp running for Gemmeker.

	35
	Vles met Gemmeker twice.

	40
	One meeting with Gemmeker took place in the barrack were Vles and his wife were living. Gemmeker put his glove on the stove, which was still hot. Gemmeker does not say anything, but later the stove is taken away.
Vles remembers a case of a request of somebody who was war invalid. He had become invalid during fights in May 1940. He requested not to be put on transportation because of his injuries. His request was denied. This was very shocking to Vles. He would have expected some respect, some kind of honor code from one military person to the other.

Van As was head of the food distribution office. Vles’ wife became the secretary of Van As when the Antragstelle was dissolved.

	45
	Vles recalls that Van As was really good.
Among the Dutch Military Police there were good ones and bad ones. His wife was able to travel up and down to Groningen a couple of times under surveillance of the MP’s.

	49
	Vles remembers Van Proosdij. He knew that Van Proosdij was working with Calmeyer. He did not trust him. Van Proosdij would travel to Westerbork and come into the camp.

	50
	Calmeyer was in The Hague. Van Proosdij was in contact with Gemmeker. Vles did not know if Van Proosdij could be trusted, so he did not speak to him.

	55
	Shortly after liberation Vles’ daughter was born in Westerbork.
Vles talks about the dilemma of not going on transport, others would go in his place. His colleagues told him that he would be crazy if he would not take the change to stay in Westerbork.

Interviewer asks Vles if there were never people who became angry because Vles could not help them. Vles says that he was never blamed for anything, but of course people were disappointed.

	1.00
	His position was a difficult one.

	
	Break

	
	The name of his boss at the Antragstelle was Dr. Petzal. When the Antragstelle was dissolved Dr. Petzal was put on transport. Because Dr. Petzal had wife and children in the camp, he was of the wrong category, Vles explains, and he could not stay.

	1.02
	Vles tells more about the children’s transport. These were all children without parents. He does not know were in Westerbork they had been living.
Sometimes Vles would walk around in the camp to visit other people. But there was little time for a walk, he was always working.

	1.05
	About the gathering in Rotterdam of Jews at the warehouse/station.
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	0
	It was possible to flee form the camp. Vles did not consider it because of his girlfriend. Also there was the threat that if you would flee, other people would be punished for it.
Vles remembers a man called Felix Kaan from Amsterdam. He escaped from the camp. There was no retaliation. He heard about other stories as well, but this is the only person that he knew himself.

	
	Break

	05
	About punishments in the camp.
Vles recalls that people from the underground were shot in the camp. All prisoners had to stay inside. Vles heart the shots.

Vles does not remember any suicides in the camp.

Transports would leave once a week on Tuesday. You would hear the train arrive, you would hear the whistle.

	10
	The train would arrive on Monday evening and leave on Tuesday morning. The lists of people who had to leave would be announced very very late. Sometimes only in the morning.
Vles was not able to help any relatives in the camp.

Vles tells that there were only possibilities outside the camp. If you had diamantes for example. But in the end it was only postponement. In the end all lists ‘platzten’. That means that all lists with exceptions in the end were put on transport anyway.

	15
	Vles had aunts who paid, but they were put on transport anyway.
Vles would go to the see the train of if there was somebody on transport that he knew, a relative. He recalls that you would do that out of respect. It was like a funeral.

	20
	Gemmeker was present at almost every transport. He would be walking with his dog.
About the children’s transport: Yes people were shocked, but there was nothing you could do.

About the destination of the trains.

Vles remembers signs with Auschwitz or Oswietzin.
He had heard the word ‘gassing’ 

	25
	Somebody had told him about the SS man who had said that people would be gassed in Auschwitz. That gave a lot of turmoil. Everybody was talking about it. The whole camp knew. Before that the ‘gassing’ had been something that maybe was happening. People were shocked.
The children transport was somewhere in 1943

	30
	Vles knew that the trains to Auschwitz were trains to death
The liberation of the camp on April 12, 1945 by the Canadians.

	35
	Van As says that he was given authority over the camp after liberation, but according to Vles this is not correct. There was a group of Barneveld Jews and Vles himself who were put in charge.
Dutch Nazi’s were brought to the camp. 

At liberation there were about 1000-2000 people in the camp.

	40
	About the time in the camp. What was the worst thing? For Vles this was the case of the Jew who was war invalid and was put on transport.
His daughter was born in the hospital of Westerbork

After the war he became a lawyer.

	
	Break

	
	Vles shows several documents:
Copy of a transport list. Vles explains the administration system.

The Canadians wanted to have the lists but Vles wanted to keep copies. 10 Dutch Nazi girls had to type copies. They worked for two days almost day and night.

	45
	The Dutch Nazi’s stayed in a different part of the camp from the Jews.
Vles shows camp money. This was introduced later, maybe in 1944. It was money that could only be used in the camp.

	50
	Vles tells about his marriage in Westerbork
He shows the camp card, an ID used in the camp

	55
	He show the paper used to list all financial assets and belongings.

	1.00
	About Liro, the bank


Comment AT:

After the war Mr. Vles became a lawyer and a judge. He seems to be a very correct civil servant. Keeping to the rules. He did not tell us any memories of people that he was able to help. It is interesting to see this interview and the interview with Mr. Voorzaat. They both come across as these very correct civil servants. Only Voorzaat tried to use his skills as a civil servant to find ways to help people, using the administration system.
